CHILDREN’S RIGHTS – A GUIDE FOR TEACHERS AND FACILITATORS
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Introduction

Welcome to the teachers’ guide which accompanies the Spin Wheel recently issued to all primary-school children in Northern Ireland.

Government is under an obligation to make information about their rights accessible to children of all ages.  The Spin Wheel introduces younger children to some of the rights contained in the Convention. This teachers’ guide is designed to enable teachers and facilitators to guide children through the meaning of the Convention and the rights.  It contains a full list of the Articles in the Convention and some ideas for activities you might like to use with your children.

Rory Rights
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Rory is the ultimate protector of children’s rights.  He listens well and is keen to help children speak up and have their voices heard. He works with all the rest of the Super Six to make sure that children have good family lives, healthcare, play facilities, a good education and have their leisure and cultural needs met. He is a protector of rights and works to ensure that children in Northern Ireland grow up in a peaceful society, free from fear. Rory works hard to make sure children learn to respect others and to take responsibility for their actions and decisions.

Visit http://www.allchildrenni.gov.uk/index/the-super-six.htm to view the comic featuring Rory Rights and the rest of his super heroes and to also access the full teachers’ guide.

General Information

Northern Ireland has taken a fresh look at the issues of human rights and equality.

The Human Rights Act 1998 has added a further dimension by making the rights and freedoms in the European Convention on Human Rights enforceable in our own courts. It is within this context that the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child takes its place. It focuses on the protection of children's rights, balancing the welfare of the child with their right to participate in decisions which affect them.

There is a recognised need for special mechanisms to be put in place in order to represent the needs of children and to guarantee their voices are heard. This is the primary aim of the Commissioner for Children and Young People.
Visit the Commissioner’s website on: www.niccy.org
We offer this guide and accompanying Spin Wheel as a means of introducing younger children to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and helping them to understand their rights and associated responsibilities. 

Some useful definitions:

The United Nations: is a unique international organisation of 192 sovereign States, representing virtually every country in the world. It was founded after the Second World War to maintain international peace and security, to develop friendly relations among nations and promote social progress, better living standards and human rights. The Member States are bound together by the principles of the UN Charter, an international treaty that spells out their rights and duties as members of the world community. They work to promote respect for human rights, protect the environment, fight disease and reduce poverty. UN agencies define the standards for safe and efficient air travel and help improve telecommunications and enhance consumer protection. The United Nations leads the international campaigns against drug trafficking and terrorism. Throughout the world, the UN and its agencies assist refugees, set up programmes to clear landmines, help expand food production and lead the fight against AIDS. 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC): UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC or the Convention) sets out internationally agreed standards relating to children’s civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. While the standards are not legally enforceable in our courts, they will be used to inform and guide the implementation of the ten-year strategy for children and young people. The text of the Convention can be accessed at www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/k2crc.htm. 

By signing up to the UNCRC in 1991, the UK government committed itself to working towards the realisation of the rights of children set out in it. In pursuance of our commitment to progressing children’s rights, government established a Commissioner for Children and Young People for Northern Ireland in October 2003. The Commissioner’s role is to protect the rights of all children and young people and to safeguard their best interests. The Commissioner will have a role in overseeing the implementation of this strategy.  We are also required to make periodic reports to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. The most recent report was made to the Committee in 2008.
You can view this report at: http://www.allchildrenni.gov.uk/uk_uncrc-2.pdf
You can view the Committee’s Concluding Observations at:
http://www.allchildrenni.gov.uk/concluding_observations
Rights: a right is a promise made to people by governments. Rights are supposed to make sure that everybody is treated equally and fairly. Rights are about having the opportunity to be involved, to participate and be included in things that affect all of us. It is important that your rights are respected but it is also important that you respect other people’s rights. 

Children & Young People's Rights

United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child 

This version of the Convention has been produced by Save the Children.  

Article 1 
Everyone under 18 has these rights 

Article 2 

You have the right to protection against discrimination 

Article 3 

Adults should do what’s best for you 

Article 4 

You have the right to have your rights made a reality by government 

Article 5 

You have the right to be given guidance by your parents and family 

Article 6 

You have the right to life 

Article 7 

You have the right to have a name and a nationality 

Article 8 

You have the right to have an identity 

Article 9 

You have the right to live with your parents unless it is bad for you 

Article 10 

If you and your parents are living in different countries, you have the right to get back together and live in the same place 

Article 11 

You should not be kidnapped 

Article 12 

You have the right to an opinion and for it to be listened to and taken seriously 

Article 13 

You have the right to find out things and say what you think, through making art, speaking and writing unless it breaks the rights of others

Article 14 

You have the right to think what you like and be whatever religion you want to be, with your parents’ guidance 

Article 15 

You have the right to be with friends and join or set up clubs, unless this breaks the rights of others 
Article 16 

You have the right to a private life, ie you can keep a diary that other people are not allowed to see 

Article 17 

You have the right to collect information from the media

Article 18 

You have the right to be brought up by your parents if possible 

Article 19 

You have the right to be protected from being hurt or badly treated 

Article 20 

You have the right to special protection and help if you can’t live with your parents 

Article 21 

You have the right to have the best care for you if you are adopted or living in foster care 

Article 22 

You have the right to special protection and help if you are a refugee 

Article 23 

If you are disabled, either mentally or physically, you have the right to special care and education 

Article 24 

You have the right to the best health possible and to medical care and information 

Article 25 

You have the right to have your living arrangements checked regularly if you are living away from home

Article 26 

You have the right to help from the government if you are poor or in need 

Article 27 

You have the right to have a good enough standard of living 

Article 28 

You have the right to education 

Article 29 

You have the right to education which develops your personality, respect for other’s rights and the environment 

Article 30 

If you come from a minority group you have the right to enjoy your own culture, practice your own religion and use your own language 

Article 31 

You have the right to play and relax by doing things like sport, music and drama 

Article 32 

You have the right to protection from work which is bad for your health or education 

Article 33 

You have the right to be protected from dangerous drugs 

Article 34 

You have the right to be protected from sexual abuse 

Article 35 

No one is allowed to kidnap you or sell you 

Article 36 

You have the right to protection from any other kind of exploitation 

Article 37 

You have the right not to be punished in a cruel or hurtful way

Article 38 

You have the right to protection in times of war. If under 15 you should never have to be in the army or a battle 

Article 39 

You have the right to help if you have been hurt, neglected or badly treated 

Article 40 

You have the right to help in defending yourself if you are accused of breaking the law 

Article 41 

You have the right to any rights in laws in your country or internationally that give you better rights than these 

Article 42 

All adults and children should know about this convention 

Articles 43 - 54 are about how governments and international organisations will work to give children their rights.

Ideas for activities

1. Ask the children to express what makes them happy or sad about their lives.  Link their responses to rights being upheld or not recognised.

2. Ask the children to brainstorm words, which describe how they think they are perceived in society and on a separate page to suggest how they would like to be viewed. Challenge them to find ways to move from current perceptions to new perceptions. Ask them to identify people and organisations that can help them to achieve this. 

3. Ask them to describe times when they felt their rights had been violated and how they reacted.

4. Right to… Cards 
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How to use the Right to… Cards

· These 'right to cards' have been produced using The UN Convention on Human Rights and the suggestions of young people. Facilitators may wish to choose to use these or to select other subjects that are of relevance to particular groups. 

· Split your group in two, giving each a set of the 'Right to…' cards. 

· Give them 10 minutes to place the rights in order of importance. It is a good idea to give a card to each person so that none are overlooked. The debate that ensues should stimulate some awareness of rights. Now that everyone is aware of their rights, this may be an ideal opportunity to prompt a discussion on what the children view as their responsibilities in society.

THE RIGHT


TO A NAME AND NATIONALITY





THE RIGHT


TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH BOTH PARENTS





THE RIGHT


TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT





THE RIGHT


TO FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION





THE RIGHT


TO PROTECTION





THE RIGHT


TO GET INFORMATION





THE RIGHT


TO EDUCATION





THE RIGHT


TO A HOME





THE RIGHT TO AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING





THE RIGHT


TO ENJOY YOUR OWN CULTURE





THE RIGHT


TO DEVELOP YOUR PERSONALITY





THE RIGHT


TO PLAY








