Sustainable Development Steering Group Meeting – 26 February 2010, E4.02, Castle Buildings


Present:

Tim Losty (OFMDFM) (Chair); Jim Sutherland (OFMDFM); Philip Irwin (DFP); John French (Consumer Council); Nigel Smyth (CBI); Anne-Marie McDevitt (RSPB); John McMullan (Bryson Charitable Group); John O’Farrell (ICTU); Geoff Smyth (Carbon Trust); Jim Kitchen (SDC); John Bradley (OFMDFM); Heather Whitney (OFMDFM); Alistair Carroll (OFMDFM)

Apologies:

Junior Ministers; Olive Hill (Invest NI)

1. Introductions:

The Chair welcomed everyone to this first meeting of the Steering Group and outlined his role as the head of the Equality Directorate. Members of the group then introduced themselves and their respective organisations.

2. Opening Statement by Chair

The Chair gave an opening statement setting out the purpose of the Steering Group and the timeline for the way forward.
3. Terms of Reference for the Steering Group

Following discussion about the role and working methods of the group, the Terms of Reference were agreed as drafted.

4. Presentation of Implementation model

Jim Sutherland gave a presentation on the Implementation Plan model developed by OFMDFM and the SDC.
Following discussion, the model was agreed by the group as a basis for developing the Implementation Plan, and group members agreed to give consideration to the Priorities/Objectives, Measurement, and Everyone’s Involved columns and provide feedback. 
Action: Members to begin engagement process with sectoral/government stakeholders to assist in the population of targets/objectives/measurements within the Plan
5. Forward Work Programme

The outline Forward Work Programme for the group was agreed (Annex A).
6. Communication Plan/Communications Manager

Heather Whitney was introduced the group as Communications Manager.
The way forward in respect of communications was outlined.

Action: SDU to prepare website for future communication of issues


   SDU to circulate stakeholder group newsletter to publicise Steering 
   Group work


   Members to initiate communications regarding Steering Group work 
   via existing organisational channels
7. Any Other Business

It was agreed that OFMDFM would seek a steering group representative from the construction sector, and that mechanisms for engaging other Departments and Sustainable Development Champions would be agreed separately.
Action: Jim Sutherland to draft Ministerial submission 
8. Next Meeting

10.30 am, Tuesday 30 March, Room 30, Parliament Buildings
