HCS/78/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 22 JANUARY 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 

8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Catherine Bell




Will Haire




Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon

David Sterling

Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin

Noel Lavery

Linda MacHugh

Stephen Grimason

Merrick Willis – agenda item 5
Gerry Anketell – agenda item 5
Emma Wilson - Secretary

1.
Apologies
Rosalie Flanagan

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 January were agreed with minor amendments.

3. Matters Arising
Bruce Robinson thanked PSG for the prompt response on inputting to the Executive’s response to the Haiti earthquake.  He noted the need to return to the issue of links into existing disaster relief processes and structures in due course.  







[Action:  Emma Wilson]
4. Executive & Assembly Update
Linda MacHugh provided an update on Executive and Assembly business.  It was noted no further meetings of the Executive have currently been scheduled.  

5. Civil Service Benevolent Fund
Bruce Robinson welcomed Gerry Anketell, DRD, and Merrick Willis, Chief Executive of the Civil Service Benevolent Fund.  Gerry introduced Merrick who thanked PSG for the opportunity to speak about the Fund.  Merrick thanked the NICS for the continued positive support for the Fund and outlined how it had helped people during the last year.  He noted the contribution the Fund makes to the wellbeing of the workforce and highlighted the challenges faced by the Fund as a result of the economic downturn and the changes within the Civil Service.  
Merrick sought PSG support in relation to three areas:

· Communicating about the Fund, including the proposal to run a ‘Fund Week’ in NI;

· Recruiting volunteers from amongst NICS staff to assist with the Fund; and

· Encouraging managers to allow access to the Fund volunteers to promote the Fund.  

Bruce and Merrick both recognised the very important contribution Gerry Anketell had made to the Fund in NI.  

Bruce thanked Merrick for his presentation and offered the continued support of PSG.  He suggested that the ‘Fund Week’ should be run on an NICS-wide basis.  It was agreed that each Department would feature the Fund in their Departmental Brief in the coming months, including a link to the introductory DVD on the intranet.
[Action: Gerry Anketell to provide input via HOCS Office]

Stephen Grimason agreed that he and Kim Martin would meet with Gerry to discuss the channels and media available to communicate about the Fund in the NICS.  
[Action: Stephen Grimason]
Alan Shannon noted the link to the Volunteering Strategy and that Departments should promote the Fund as an opportunity in this context.  

6. Tour de Table
NI Water
Paul Priestly noted that an independent review was being initiated in relation to procurement within NI Water.
“Get on Board”
Leo O’Reilly reported that he had accompanied the Commissioner for Public Appointments on the “Get on Board” course.
DoE Finance Director

Leo O’Reilly noted that the post of DoE Finance Director would be advertised shortly.

Townland names
Stephen Peover noted correspondence from the DCAL Committee re. the use of townland names in Departmental addresses. It was agreed DFP would issue advice on this. 
Independent Review of Economic Policy Report
David Sterling noted that the DETI Minister would be making a statement to the Assembly on this issue on 25 January 2010.
Swine Flu

Andrew McCormick updated on the swine flu situation.

DEL Special Advisor

Catherine Bell noted the appointment of Brian Crowe as the DEL Minister’s Special Advisor. 

IoD Dinner and Jigsaw Forum

It was agreed Permanent Secretaries to decide attendance at these events.

EMMA WILSON
25 January 2010
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