HCS/108/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 

8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Rosalie Flanagan




Will Haire

Andrew McCormick

Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon

David Sterling

Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin

Noel Lavery

Gerry Lavery

Derek Baker

Richard Pengelly – agenda item 6
Tracey Meharg – agenda item 5
John Mallon – agenda item 7
Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Malcolm McKibbin

Stephen Grimason

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 29 January 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 29 January were agreed.
3. Matters Arising
Bruce Robinson noted that following the PSG meeting on 29 January he had spoken to Catherine Bell to thank her for her contribution as Acting Permanent Secretary of DEL and as a member of PSG.  
Bruce congratulated Rosalie Flanagan on her recent appointment as DCAL Permanent Secretary.

Other matters arising would be returned to at the PSG meeting on 12 February.

4. Executive & Assembly Update
Bruce Robinson provided an update on Executive and Assembly business, including the agreement at Hillsborough Castle.
5. NIbusinessinfo.co.uk
David Sterling and Tracey Meharg, Invest NI, gave a presentation on nibusinessinfo.co.uk.  Tracey outlined the background to the service, the interface with businesslink.gov.uk, developments in the other devolved administrations and statistics for the website.  She outlined the benefits of nibusinessinfo.co.uk and sought PSG agreement to a number of recommendations on the future direction and way forward for nibusinessinfo.co.uk.  
The significant investment by GB and the HMRC plans re. businesslink.gov.uk were acknowledged as powerful drivers.  There was support in principle for the recommendation that nibusinessinfo.co.uk becomes the primary web portal for all NI businesses.  However, PSG noted the high level of resilience and need for guarantees of service delivery that would be required for nibusinessinfo.co.uk if it is to become the exclusive route in for NI businesses.

There was discussion around the linkages and interfaces with NI Direct and the need to ensure a coherent future strategy from the perspective of the citizen that avoids duplication.  It was agreed that bi-laterals discussions between DETI/Invest NI and DFP, DARD, DEL and other relevant Departments would be helpful in addressing this issue ahead of coming back to PSG in late April 2010.  
Actions: 
· David Sterling and Tracey Meharg to arrange bi-laterals with DFP, DARD, DEL and other relevant Departments; and

· David Sterling and Tracey Meharg to bring a further paper to PSG in late April 2010.

6. Report from Top 200 

Andrew McCormick provided an update on the Top 200 event he had recently attended, topics included public expenditure prospects and Westminster Election preparations.  Richard Pengelly gave a perspective on the NI implications of the public expenditure prospects discussion.
7. HR Issues

Derek Baker provided an update on absence management, the 2009 pay award, the Civil Service Compensation Scheme and workforce planning matters.
8. Practitioner Based Training Delivery

Derek Baker presented a paper on practitioner based training delivery.  PSG agreed the recommendations to:
· Commit to and endorse the Practitioner Based Training approach, including the quality assurance role as a means to enhance the quality of training and reduce costs.

· Support CAL to seek resources from priority areas such as Freedom of Information, Health and Safety, Equality, Legislation and Policy through consultation with the appropriate Head of Profession; and

· Promote the Practitioner Based Training approach within departments.

The relevance to the Professional Skills for Government framework was noted.  It was agreed to use Departmental Briefs to communicate this issue and the wider responsibility of all managers re. the development of  staff.
[Action: all Permanent Secretaries]

9. Tour de Table
NI Water
Paul Priestly noted that the Regulator had published its determination.

All non Permanent Secretaries (except Derek Baker) left the meeting at this point.
10. SCS Management Issues
PSG discussed SCS management issues.

EMMA WILSON
9 February 2010
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