HCS-802-10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 29 OCTOBER 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair




Rosalie Flanagan




Will Haire




Gerry Lavery




Andrew McCormick 

Malcolm McKibbin 
Leo O’Reilly




Alan Shannon




David Sterling




Paul Sweeney




In attendance:
Noel Lavery




Brian Doherty




Anthony Harbinson




Stephen Grimason




Linda MacHugh




Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Oswyn Paulin

Stephen Peover
Nick Perry
2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 22 October 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 22 October were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising. 
4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Linda MacHugh updated on the Budget Review Group meeting that had taken place on 28 October 2010.  She outlined a provisional timetable for further Budget Review Group meetings ahead of an Executive meeting to be focused on the Budget.  It was agreed that a note would be issued to Departments asking them to advise Executive Secretariat of any time critical Executive papers which may require agreement in coming weeks.  [Action: Bernie McCusker, Executive Secretariat]
5. Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme
Leo O’Reilly presented a paper updating on the CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme.  He noted that there had been considerable progress since the last PSG meeting at which this was discussed.  All Departments have now fully registered.  However, Leo also advised that in the Spending Review Statement of 20 October 2010, the Department of Energy and Climate Change and HM Treasury announced a decision to end revenue recycling in CRC.  The devolved administrations are very concerned about this decision.  The DoE Minister has written to the Minister of State for Energy and Climate Change asking for further clarification on the decision. 
PSG noted the implications of the end of revenue recycling on Departments.  
6. Tour de Table
Welfare Reform
Will Haire recorded that DSD continued to follow closely the developments in the Welfare Reform debate in GB given the implications for NI.  He noted that the Coalition Government Minister for Employment would be visiting soon.  

Economic Strategy

David Sterling noted that a draft Executive paper on the consultation on the priorities for the NI Economic Strategy had been circulated to Executive Ministers and asked for assistance in seeking to move this forward.  

Private Members’ Bill

Andrew McCormick provided an update on a Private Members’ Bill on autism.  

Civil Service Benevolent Fund

Stephen Grimason proposed that external conference organisers would be asked to make a donation to the Civil Service Benevolent Fund if a senior official agreed to speak at their event.  PSG agreed the idea warranted further exploration and Stephen was asked to bring a paper back to PSG. [Action: Stephen Grimason]
Agriculture
Gerry Lavery provided an update on recent issues.  

NICS Live

Bruce Robinson emphasised the importance of Permanent Secretaries encouraging staff to register to attend NICS Live on 16 November.  [Action:  All Permanent Secretaries to follow up in their Departments]
Personnel statistics for NI Departments

Bruce Robinson noted that NISRA had published the Personnel Statistics for the 11 Departments up to 1 April 2010.  
Next week’s meeting
Bruce Robinson reminded PSG that, as agreed on 22 October, Permanent Secretaries were asked to come to the next HR PSG meeting on 5 November having reviewed the position in their respective Departments in relation to vacancies and temporary promotions at DP, SO, HPTO and SPTO grades given that DFP had now formally written to NIPSA to declare a formal surplus at these grades.  

[Action: All Permanent Secretaries and Noel Lavery]

Emma Wilson
29 October 2010
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