MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair

Rosalie Flanagan




Will Haire




Gerry Lavery




Andrew McCormick 

Malcolm McKibbin 



Stephen Peover




Nick Perry 



Alan Shannon




David Sterling



Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Ian Maye


Neill Jackson




Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Leo O’Reilly
Noel Lavery




Stephen Grimason
2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 17 September 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 17 September were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
Closure of General Ledger
Stephen Peover updated following the preliminary discussion about faster closing of the General Ledger at last week’s meeting.  He indicated that there were differing views across Departments about moving to a faster closing timetable.  Permanent Secretaries were asked to discuss the matter with their Finance Directors to understand the practicalities and implications for each Department.  It was agreed to return to the issue in late October.

[Action: All Permanent Secretaries]

Consultancy
Stephen Peover noted recent AQs on consultancy expenditure.  PSG members were asked to ensure draft replies are carefully considered to ensure consistency.

[Action: All Permanent Secretaries]

4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Neill Jackson updated on the Executive meeting that took place on 23 September 2010.  He noted that the Budget Review Group was scheduled to meet on 30 September.  
5. Tour de Table
Budget management
Alan Shannon and Andrew McCormick reported that following the outcome of September Monitoring they would be taking action to manage in-year budget deficits in their respective departments.

GRO digitisation project

Stephen Peover reported on the General Registry Office project to digitise birth, death and marriage certificates.  He noted that it was a successful project which had delivered within budget and on time, giving improved public access to records and realising efficiencies.  
Presbyterian Mutual Society

Bruce Robinson and David Sterling updated on PMS developments.

FOI

There was a discussion on the use information provided in response to FOI requests in ways that infringes copyright.  It was agreed to return to this issue. 
Rural White Paper

Gerry Lavery noted that the DARD Minister would be writing to relevant Ministerial colleagues to seek bi-lateral meetings in relation to developing the White Paper.

Disallowance

Gerry Lavery updated on the developments with the EU disallowance issue re. the Single Farm Payment scheme.  He noted that DARD will be taking the case to the European Court of Justice.  

London 2012 Volunteering 
Bruce Robinson raised a query re. whether there was an agreed NICS approach from Corporate HR re. NICS staff volunteering to support the 2012 Games.  He also asked if there were particular arrangements to support staff with disabilities who wish to volunteer.  Rosalie Flanagan agreed to follow up with CHR.
[Action: Rosalie Flanagan]
Federal Executive Institute

Bruce Robinson highlighted that the closing date for declarations of interest for next year’s FEI Leadership for the Democratic Society programme was today, 24 September.  

Emma Wilson
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