HCS/528/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 21 AUGUST 2009, IN COLBY HOUSE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Will Haire 




Andrew McCormick

Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Quinn

Alan Shannon

In attendance:
John McMillen

Stephen Grimason

Andrew Hamilton

Gerry Lavery

Edgar Jardine

Brian Doherty

Geoff Allister

David Orr

Linda MacHugh

Derek Baker – Agenda item 3

John Wilkinson

Trevor Steenson
Agenda item 5

Trevor McConnell

Howard Chruch

Kim Martin – Agenda item 6

Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies:

Aideen McGinley

Oswyn Paulin
Paul Priestly





Stephen Peover





Paul Sweeney





Rosalie Flanagan

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 14 August 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 August were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
2009 SCS Pay Award

Permanent Secretaries and Derek Baker followed up the discussion at last week’s PSG meeting on the proposed 2009 SCS Pay Strategy.

Economist MSc

John McMillen had sought clarification in relation to DFP’s decision to discontinue central funding for the Economist MSc programme.  David Orr explained that DFP had decided to only fund mandatory training and Mike Brennan, Head of Profession, had advised that the MSc was not mandatory training for economists.  It was agreed that there should be a consistent approach across Departments as to whether the MSc would be funded.  David agreed to reflect this to Mike and report back to PSG. 
4. Executive and Assembly Update

In Rosalie Flanagan’s absence Linda MacHugh provided an update on Executive and Assembly matters.  

5. LPS Starlink

John Wilkinson, Chief Executive, Land and Property Services (LPS) introduced a presentation on the Starlink programme.  Trevor Steenson, Trevor McConnell and Howard Church outlined the system which integrates data from across LPS and demonstrated some of its capability.  They noted that the creation of the single organisation, LPS, had been critical to enabling the system’s development and emphasised its potential uses for the wider NICS and the wider NI public sector.
In discussion it was agreed that it was a powerful tool and it was the responsibility of all Departments to explore how to use it.  

[Action: All Permanent Secretaries]

6. Civil Service Live: feedback

Bruce Robinson updated PSG on the NICS involvement in Civil Service Live in London in July 2009.  He noted that over 8,000 managers from the GB Civil Service attended the event and there were over 200 presentations and workshops over the 3 days from a wide range of high profile speakers.  He noted that over 2,000 people visited the future@work stand, which was chosen by the Cabinet Office to depict ‘the future’ as part of its themed zone tracking the history of the Civil Service.  Feedback to the future@work stand was excellent. Bruce also noted the benefits the staff from NICS Departments derived from the event and the engagement from our private sector partners.  Kim Martin showed a short DVD illustrating the Civil Service Live experience.
7. Tour de Table
A Level Results

Will Haire noted the publication of A Level results.  
Swine Flu

Will Haire and Andrew McCormick reported on the Ministerial meeting about swine flu and the start of the new school term.
Celtic Forum

Bruce Robinson noted that the Welsh Assembly Government had suggested 5-6 November as the date for the next meeting of the Celtic Forum which they would be hosting.  He indicated it was likely that these dates would be confirmed.
Whitehall and Industry Group

Bruce Robinson noted that Mark Gibson, Chief Executive, Whitehall & Industry Group, was planning to visit Northern Ireland in October and he was proposing he attend a PSG meeting as part of this visit.  
EMMA WILSON
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