HCS/664/11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP 
HELD ON FRIDAY 28 OCTOBER 2011 IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE, AT 8.45AM

Present:		Malcolm McKibbin – Chair
			Gerry Lavery
Leo O’Reilly
Nick Perry 
Stephen Peover
David Orr

In attendance:	Oswyn Paulin
			Neill Jackson
Andrew Hamilton
Catherine Daly
John McGrath
Cynthia Smith
Jenny Pyper
			Kellie Sprott – Secretariat

1. Apologies:	Noel Lavery
David Sterling
Andrew McCormick
Alan Shannon
Paul Sweeney
Rosalie Flanagan
Will Haire

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 21 October 2011

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed without comment.

3. Matters Arising

The only outstanding action point from the previous meeting rests with Stephen Peover regarding MOD procurement. 
· Progress is being made on this action point. Stephen Peover will talk to Andrew McCormick directly. The required information will be passed on via the Client representative in Whitehall.
· Malcolm updated the meeting on progress re: PfG. Engagement with advisors on the current draft is ongoing. Advisors will highlight the top 50 to 60 commitments that we will need to achieve in the next 3-4 years. The aim is to have a revised PfG ready for discussion at the next Executive meeting on 10 November.  




4. Executive and Assembly Update

There was no Executive update. Neill Jackson updated the members on a recent meeting with Trevor Reaney.  The size of the legislative programme was discussed. Neill asked that all PSG members look at what legislation their department could bring forward this year. 
							Action: All PSG members 


5. Tour de Table

Jenny Pyper reported on DSD progress in taking forward work on the Girdwood site. She also informed members that the DSD Minister is going to New York and New Orleans to see new housing schemes there. 

Stephen Peover raised the issue of speechwriting and the concern about quality in some cases. There is a CAL speechwriting course available; Stephen will circulate details to the group. 
							Action: Stephen Peover
Stephen referred back to a previous discussion on recruitment issues. Derek Baker has provided guidance on this. Stephen will circulate Derek’s briefing to the group. 
							Action: Stephen Peover

Oswyn Paulin told the members about the retirement of the acting Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions. The new Deputy Director is expected to take up post on 7 November. 

David Orr discussed the recent flooding and the impact it has had.  
David also confirmed that the Roads Service and NI Water have commenced their campaigns for winter preparation. Both organisations have made significant progress on lessons learned from last year. 

Gerry Lavery reported that the recent flooding had not been a major issue for DARD. He also mentioned an upcoming review that Pat Doherty is carrying out of the Rivers Agency. 

Malcolm raised the issue of a Memorandum of Understanding currently being proposed between government and the MET office. His view is that either DARD or DRD should lead on this issue. David Orr and Gerry Lavery to come to an agreement on who should be the lead partner. 
 						Action: David Orr & Gerry Lavery

Stephen Peover mentioned that during the days of heavy rain reports showed that the NI direct helpline was down for maintenance for a 2 hour period from 10pm to midnight. This will be investigated further.
							Action: Stephen Grimason 

Leo O’Reilly reported that due to the recent flooding the Local Government Emergency Management Group arrangements were activated last Sunday. Feedback so far has been positive. 
Leo also mentioned that his Minister wanted to re-activate the 2008 repayment scheme where if your house was flooded you received £1000 towards repairing the damage. 

Malcolm McKibbin raised the issue of Carlisle Memorial Church in Carlisle Circus. The church is seeking government help for restoration. Malcolm asked that DOE & DSD get together to discuss any potential input to this project. DSD to take the lead role.
								Action: Jenny Pyper

Cynthia Smith discussed recent communication with the Sport’s Museum. Malcolm agreed to talk to David Sterling on this issue. 
							Action: Malcolm McKibbin 

John McGrath asked about the status of draft ISNI 3.  It is believed a paper to the paper for Executive for its consideration in the near future

Catherine Daly mentioned that the HSC review is due to be completed at the end of November. 

Gerry Lavery confirmed that DEFRA will pursue CAP Reform. 

Malcolm McKibbin noted that Whitehall is advertising for the Head of the Home Civil Service role. 

6. A.O.B 
							 
It was noted that the next PSG meeting would be on Friday 11November 2011. 


KELLIE SPROTT
2 November 2011  














	
	Action point
	Owner
	Position

	1
	Each department to establish legislation to be brought forward to Executive this year.
	All PSG members
	

	2
	Details of CAL’s speechwriting course to be distributed.
	Stephen Peover
	

	3
	Guidance on NICS recruitment to be circulated.
	Stephen Peover
	

	4
	Agreement on which department should be the lead partner of the MoU with the MET office to be reached.
	David Orr & Gerry Lavery
	

	5
	Clarification to be sought on NI Direct downtime during recent flooding.
	Stephen Grimason
	

	6
	Response to be sent to Carlisle Memorial Church re: government support for restoration.
	Jenny Pyper
	

	7
	Malcolm McKibbin to discuss the Sport’s Museum requirements with David Sterling.
	Malcolm McKibbin
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