HCS- 63-11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 28 JANUARY 2011, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Sir Bruce Robinson - Chair




Will Haire


`

Gerry Lavery

Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly




Nick Perry

Stephen Peover




Alan Shannon




David Sterling




Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Noel Lavery




Edgar Jardine

Neill Jackson

Graeme Hutchinson – agenda item 5
Des Armstrong – agenda item 6



Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Rosalie Flanagan

Stephen Grimason

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 21 January 2011
The minutes of the meeting were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
PAC protocols

Stephen Peover advised that Fiona Hamill had written out in relation to reminding all staff of the PAC protocols.  

Reform benefits realisation

Bruce Robinson noted that because he had to leave the 21 January meeting before the agenda item on ESS, he had written to Paul Wickens seeking assurance that all Departments are fully engaged with ESS on the monitoring of Departmental level benefits.  
Civil Contingencies


Bruce noted that following the CCG(NI) de-brief meeting on 19 January, the Winter Resilience Action Plan had been circulated to PSG.  

4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Neill Jackson provided an update on the Executive meeting that had taken place on 27 January 2011.   He noted that a meeting of JMC(D) was due to take place in w/c 31 January.  

Bruce Robinson asked Departments to provide any outstanding responses on the Sustainable Development Implementation Plan to OFMDFM as a matter of urgency.

[Action: All PSG Members]

Neill indicated that OFMDFM continued to work with Departments in relation to the legislative programme for the remainder of current Assembly session.
Noel Lavery noted that following a meeting with President Barroso in Brussels in December, FM/ dFM and the President jointly committed to renew the work of the Barroso Taskforce, deepening engagement with the European Union.  Junior Ministers were due to hold a meeting on 1 February.  Departments undertook to have a senior representation at this meeting.  Furthermore given the contribution to be made across all Departments, it was agreed to have a PSG discussion on European engagement in late February.  

[Action: All PSG Members]
5. NI Economic Strategy
David Sterling invited Graeme Hutchinson to make a presentation on the NI Economic Strategy.  Graeme outlined the current position of the NI economy, the work to date on the Economic Strategy and emerging key themes and priorities, and the proposed way forward.  

David noted that the HMT draft consultation paper on rebalancing the economy was an important dimension to the work.  It was agreed to have an update on this at next week’s meeting.
[Action: David Sterling and Stephen Peover]
PSG discussed the presentation.  Alan Shannon noted that DEL were closely involved in the work and welcomed the prominence of skills in the draft framework for the strategy.  It was noted that an understanding of the limitations of the role of government in rebalancing and rebuilding the economy had to be recognised in the strategy.  
PSG Members thanked Graeme for the presentation.

6. Policy on Commissioning

Stephen Peover asked Des Armstrong, CPD, to introduce the Policy Note on Commissioning.  Des outlined how the voluntary and community sector in general and more specifically Social Economy Enterprises are involved in a wide range of roles providing advice, advocacy and the delivery of goods and services, usually in a community setting, on behalf of and in association with government departments.  He explained that the draft Policy Note on Commissioning circulated to PSG set out a number of ways that financial relationships can be established between public bodies and the sector. With this level of interest in commissioning, it is important that Departments ensure that, where their approach to funding involves procurement, that this approach is compliant with public procurement policy and legislation and follows the advice and guidance endorsed by the Procurement Board.  Des sought views on whether it would be helpful for CPD to produce detailed guidance on the use of procurement as a mechanism for commissioning. 

7. PSG Members welcomed this proposal and indicated they were keen to be engaged in the work.  It was agreed that a workshop would be convened.  PSG Members were asked to ensure officials who were closely involved in this work in each Department were nominated to participate in the workshop.  

[Action: Stephen Peover/Des Armstrong and all PSG Members]

8. Tour de Table
University funding

Alan Shannon noted that the Minister was due to receive Joanne Stuart’s Review of Variable Fees and this would be followed by a statement to the Assembly.  
Severe Weather
Will Haire noted that the DSD Minister had appeared again before the Social Development Committee on this matter.  
NHS appointment

Andrew McCormick noted that David Sissling had been appointed as Director General, Health and Social Services, and chief executive of NHS Wales.
Business Plans

It was agreed that publication of Departmental business plans for 2011/12 would follow agreement of a new Programme for Government.

FOI

Bruce Robinson noted the need for co-ordination in handling round robin FOI requests.  
Emma Wilson
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