HCS-129-11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 25 FEBRARY 2011, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE, AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Sir Bruce Robinson - Chair

Rosalie Flanagan

Will Haire




Gerry Lavery

Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover




Nick Perry




Alan Shannon




David Sterling




Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Stephen Grimason




Neill Jackson




Richard Pengelly




Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Noel Lavery

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 18 February 2011
The minutes of the meeting were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
European Work – Barroso Taskforce
To follow up the earlier discussion at PSG, Noel Lavery and Richard Pengelly would be writing jointly to Finance Directors in relation to budgetary planning and maximising drawing down from EU funds.  

Developing the next Programme for Government
Colin Jack had written to PSG in relation to the initial work on developing a draft PfG.
4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Richard Pengelly provided an update on the Budget Review Group meeting that had taken place on 24 February 2011. 

Neill Jackson provided an update on the Executive meeting that had taken place later on 24 February.  

The potential timeline for the Budget process was outlined, including the work Departments would be required to do within tight deadlines.  

It was agreed DFP would provide advice to Departments on responding to recent correspondence from ECNI and CAJ about the Budget process.  

[Action: Richard Pengelly]

Richard reported that the Executive had agreed the February Monitoring proposals in principle and the Finance Minister would now be bringing forward an Executive paper.  Richard agreed to contact Finance Directors to update them on the process.  
[Action: Richard Pengelly]

5. Tour de Table
ISNI

Malcolm McKibbin recorded that he was meeting SIB in relation to the draft ISNI.  He reiterated the need for greater engagement with Departments in the development of the draft ISNI.
Press Officer moves
Stephen Grimason updated on the forthcoming PIO moves.
Corporation Tax

Bruce Robinson provided an update on the position on the development of the draft consultation paper on Rebalancing the NI Economy.  
Emma Wilson
25 February 2011
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