HCS/650/11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP 
HELD ON FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER 2011 IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE, AT 8.45AM

Present:		Malcolm McKibbin – Chair
			Will Haire
Gerry Lavery
Leo O’Reilly
Nick Perry 
Rosalie Flanagan
Paul Sweeney
Alan Shannon
Stephen Peover

In attendance:	Stephen Grimason
Oswyn Paulin
			Neill Jackson
Julie Thompson
David Thomson
Geoff Allister
			Kellie Sprott – Secretariat

1. Apologies:	Noel Lavery
David Orr
David Sterling
Andrew McCormick

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 14 October 2011

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed subject to the changes suggested by Rosalie Flanagan having been made.

3. Matters Arising

Malcolm went though the previous meeting’s action points. 
· There is no agreed re-draft of the PfG therefore Neill is not in a position to circulate.  
· Top 200 event: Andrew McCormick and Nick Perry confirmed as NICS representatives. Malcolm asked that Andrew and Nick feedback to the group on any relevant issues that may arise at the event. 
· Stephen Peover is seeking the information on MOD procurement and will send to Andrew McCormick in due course.
Action: Stephen Peover
· Update paper from Oswyn Paulin on the recent Supreme Court judgement re: the Scottish Damage Act has been provided and circulated.  




4. Executive and Assembly Update

Neill Jackson updated the members on the previous day’s Executive meeting. 


5. Tour de Table

Alan Shannon raised the issue of recent correspondence regarding recruitment and terms and conditions. All departments have received this correspondence. Advice from DFP is to be sought on this issue before responding.  
This led onto a discussion about the answering of AQ’s and FOI’s. This is an issue for all departments. 

David Thomson updated the group on the status of the Economic Strategy. 

Will Haire informed the members about an upcoming Spotlight programme on Welfare Reform.  

Leo O’Reilly discussed the recent favourable European Court Judgement on Strategic Environmental Assessment Plans. 

Geoff Allister asked the members to note that David Orr would be initiating a temporary promotion opportunity within DRD to backfill his post. 

Malcolm McKibbin updated the group on his recent visit to Brussels. There will now be 4 case officers, 1 per theme, on the Barosso Taskforce. The next 18-24 months is the time to take advantage of the opportunities from Barosso in accessing funds for the NICS. Gerry Mulligan will be putting a note into the system regarding these changes. 

KELLIE SPROTT
21 October 2011  


	
	Action point
	Owner
	Position

	1
	Details of Whitehall deal for MOD procurement to be provided for Andrew McCormick
	Stephen Peover
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