HCS-173-11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 18 MARCH 2011, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE, AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Alan Shannon - Chair

Rosalie Flanagan

Will Haire




Gerry Lavery

Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin




Stephen Peover

In attendance:
Brian Doherty




David Thomson

Noel Lavery

Anthony Harbinson




Neill Jackson




Ian Maye




Emma Wilson – Secretary 

1. Apologies
Sir Bruce Robinson

David Sterling

Oswyn Paulin

Paul Sweeney

Leo O’Reilly

Nick Perry

Stephen Grimason
2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 11 March 2011
The minutes of the meeting were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Neill Jackson noted that the next Executive meeting was planned for 22 March.  The Assembly was due to finish business on 24 March 2011.

5. Tour de Table
Plastic Bag levy

Ian Maye provided an update on the development of the Plastic Bag levy and noted that DoE was engaging with HMRC on the collection mechanism.

ISNI

Noel Lavery provided an update on the position in relation to the development of a draft ISNI.  

Arm’s Length Bodies Review

Noel Lavery provided an update on the stage reached with this work.  
Corporation Tax

David Thomson provided an update on the position on the development of the draft consultation paper on Rebalancing the NI Economy.  

DEL consultation

Alan Shannon noted that the DEL Minister had launched a consultation on the proposed merger of Stranmillis University College and Queen’s University. 

Independent Board Members

Alan noted on Sir Bruce’s behalf that any Departments using the central pool to appoint Independent Board Members to Departmental Boards should ensure they make contact with Michael Ferguson in the Central Appointments Unit, OFMDFM, before any appointments are made. 

Emma Wilson
18 March 2011

