HCS/634/11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP 

HELD ON FRIDAY 14 OCTOBER 2011 IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE, AT 8.45AM

Present:

Malcolm McKibbin – Chair




Will Haire

Gerry Lavery

Andrew McCormick

Leo O’Reilly

Nick Perry 
Rosalie Flanagan

David Sterling

Paul Sweeney

Alan Shannon

Stephen Peover

In attendance:
Stephen Grimason

Oswyn Paulin




Neill Jackson



Susie McCullough – NI Tourist Board




Robert Devereux – DWP




Martin Fitches – DWP

Tommy O’Reilly - DSD

Kellie Sprott – Secretariat

1. Apologies:
Noel Lavery
2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 7 October 2011

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed without comment.

3. Matters Arising

Malcolm went though the previous meeting’s action points. 

· All departments have nominated representation to the HIA IDWG which is due to have its first meeting today. 

· Stephen Peover confirmed that DFP approval would be sought for the NICS live event once resources have been confirmed. Colm Shannon to talk further with Malcolm on this issue. 

· Top 200 event both Andrew McCormick & Nick Perry have put themselves forward. Malcolm is content for them both to go on this occasion. David Sterling would also have liked to attend. Malcolm to check if additional numbers could be accommodated. 

Action: Malcolm McKibbin
· The Budget Review Group met on Tuesday 11 October. The SIB made a presentation to the group. The key area for discussion was asset management and asset realisation. 

· A revised draft of the Programme for Government has been completed. Once received Neill Jackson will circulate amongst the group members. 








Action: Neill Jackson
4. Executive and Assembly Update

The Executive is due to meet next Thursday. Key issues on the agenda are expected to be the PfG and ESA. 

5. NI 2012 Tourism Campaign
David Sterling introduced the guest speaker Susie McCullough, Director of Marketing and Events, NI Tourist Board. Susie presented to the group about the upcoming work that the Tourist Board has planned for 2012. Key areas of discussion were:

· Signature events planned in NI for 2012.
· Potential economic impact for NI.
A Q & A session followed. 

Malcolm thanked Susie for her informative presentation; this was echoed by David Sterling. 
6. Visit by Robert Devereux, DWP Permanent Secretary

Will Haire welcomed Robert to the meeting. He invited Robert to update the group on the major work being taken forward in DWP. Key areas of discussion were:

· Upcoming change in welfare across all sectors.

· Introduction of Universal Benefits.

· Pension reform.

· Need for efficiency across the Department.

· SCS transformation programme.

· Gus O’Donnell’s retirement and subsequent re-allocation of duties.
      Malcolm thanked Robert for coming to the meeting.
7. Tour de Table

Alan Shannon mentioned the recent World Skills event held in London. The UK came 5th out of 24 countries with Northern Ireland scoring best within the UK. This event did not get the publicity it should have in NI. 

Gerry Lavery informed the group that the legislative proposals for CAP Reform are out. This will potentially have major implications for the Single Farm Payment. 

Nick Perry mentioned the upcoming Spotlight programme regarding the Police Ombudsman. 

Will Haire advised members of his upcoming PAC meeting on the department’s relationship with the voluntary and community sector. 

Stephen Peover discussed the MOR on NI Water, the pension consultation document and confirmed that administration costs within the NICS are down by 2.5% for 2011-12. 

Leo O’Reilly raised the issue of preparation for winter and Stephen Grimason described the role of the NI Direct website. 

Andrew McCormick asked if Stephen Peover could obtain information on some MOD procurements. Stephen agreed to look into it. 








Action: Stephen Peover

Andrew also informed the group that the Health Minister would be in Washington all of the next week. 

Oswyn updated the group about a decision taken by the Supreme Court in a challenge against the Scottish Damage Act. The court found that the Act was within competence, a significant judgement. Oswyn agreed to circulate a note about this issue to the group members. 









Action: Oswyn Paulin

Stephen Grimason raised the issue of winter preparations. Advice for citizens will be placed on the NI Direct website. 

Malcolm closed the meeting by discussing briefly what he hoped to discuss at next week’s meeting. 

KELLIE SPROTT

18 October 2011  
	
	Action point
	Owner
	Position

	1
	Checks to be made to see if additional numbers can attend the Top 200 event.
	Malcolm McKibbin
	

	2
	Revised PfG to be circulated to all PSG members.
	Neill Jackson
	

	3
	Details of Whitehall MOD procurement to be provided for Andrew McCormick.
	Stephen Peover
	

	4
	Update paper on the Supreme Court judgement re: the Scottish Damage Act to be provided to all PSG members.
	Oswyn Paulin
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