HCS/696/11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP 
HELD ON FRIDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2011 IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE, AT 8.45AM

Present:		Malcolm McKibbin – Chair
			Andrew McCormick
Leo O’Reilly
Nick Perry 
Stephen Peover
David Orr
David Sterling
Paul Sweeney
Rosalie Flanagan
Will Haire

In attendance:	Oswyn Paulin
			Linda MacHugh
			Noel Lavery
			Catherine Bell
Wendy Johnston
Catherine Daly
			Kellie Sprott – Secretariat

1. Apologies:	Alan Shannon
Gerry Lavery

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 28 October 2011

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed subject to one amendment requested by Oswyn Paulin. The Acting Deputy Director in the PPS is retiring not the Acting Director. 

3. Matters Arising

· Malcolm reminded all PSG members about the need to identify legislation to be brought forward to the Executive in this mandate as this information is likely to be sought in the near future. 
Action: All PSG members 
· Malcolm noted Rosalie’s Flanagan’s query re: the first meeting of the IDWG for HIA.
· DRD will be the lead department on the MOU between government and the MET office.
· Nigel McVittie has provided an explanation as to the performance of NI Direct helpline during the recent flooding event. 
· Malcolm McKibbin to talk to Jenny Pyper re: Carlisle Memorial Church.
Action: Malcolm McKibbin


4. Executive and Assembly Update

Linda MacHugh updated the members on the previous day’s Executive meeting. On foot of Linda’s update Malcolm took the opportunity to inform the group of emerging issues:
· his most recent meeting with FM & dFM, Malcolm will also be meeting with SpAds between his meetings with FM & dFM;
· focus on agreement of PfG, ISNI & Economic Strategy in the coming days;
· FM & dFM’s PPS’s have been appointed; 
· discussions are ongoing regarding the filling of both Permanent Secretary Posts (DARD & DRD); and  
· a discussion was held about public appointments and Oswyn Paulin will provide legal advice on a related issue. 
Action: Oswyn Paulin

5. Industrial Action

Derek Baker updated the group members on this issue. Key areas of discussion were:
· NIPSA’s recent ballot & outcome;
· likelihood of industrial action on 30 November;
· contingency plans;
· guidance for departments on action short of strike; and
· effect on emergency services.

6. Pensions Update

Derek Baker updated the group members on this issue. Key areas of discussion were:
· pension proposals went out to consultation on 17 October;
· at a National level the consultation has closed and we will shortly get clarity on what is happening in GB;
· it is likely that the additional contributions will start from April 2012; 
· a pensions’ forum has been established to engage with the unions;
· all the logistical work to plan for increased contributions from April 2012 is being taken forward;
· an improved offer is on the table where anyone within 10 years of retirement will not be affected by any pension changes (other than the increased contributions); and
· the decision whether to change from RPI to CPI is expected in December.

7. Tour de table 

David Orr mentioned the recent decision by the Irish government to defer its financial commitment to the improvement of the A5. He also informed the group that NI Water’s winter campaign was underway. 

Wendy Johnston confirmed that DARD had launched its formal consultation on CAP reform. 

Stephen Peover raised the issue of the International Fund for Ireland (IFI) He asked that PSG members get back to him with views on the benefits of the continuation of the IFI. 
							Action: All PSG members 

Rosalie Flanagan raised issues about a recently received FOI request which had been received by all departments. It was agreed that a consistent approach should be adopted in response and that OFMDFM’s Information Manager should issue a note to all departments. 
					Action: OFMDFM Information Manager 

Oswyn Paulin to check the FOI guidance about costs to ascertain if the cost of redacting information is included when calculating the cost of responding to an FOI request.
								Action: Oswyn Paulin 

Malcolm McKibbin reminded members that a letter had been circulated re: the NICS live event. Nominations are being sought for representation on the working group. 

Andrew McCormick discussed the recent media coverage that the DHSSPS and its Minister had been receiving. He also mentioned the Social Protection Fund and told members that the HSA review was continuing. 

Nick Perry reported on the recently publicised Prisons Severance Scheme. 

David Sterling mentioned the recent success of the European Music Awards held in Belfast and said that MTV press staff had been in touch to congratulate Belfast on such a successful event, the best that MTV had ever run. He also informed the group that the Belfast Metropolitan College had officially opened the previous day in Titanic Quarter and that Princess Royal had been the guest of honour.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
							 


KELLIE SPROTT
15 November 2011









 
	
	Action point
	Owner
	Position

	1
	Each department to identify legislation to be brought forward to Executive in this mandate 
	All PSG members
	

	2
	Malcolm McKibbin to talk to Jenny Pyper re: Carlisle Memorial Church
	Malcolm McKibbin
	

	3
	Advice to be provided re: unpaid public appointments as discussed at PSG
	Oswyn Paulin
	Complete

	4
	Views to be provided to Stephen Peover on the future of the IFI
	All PSG members
	

	5
	Note to be issued to all departments re: consistent approach in response to round robin FOI request
	David Lammey
	Complete

	6
	FOI guidance on costs to be checked to determine if costs of redacting information is included in the cost of response
	Oswyn Paulin
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