HCS-451-11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP 

HELD ON FRIDAY 8 JULY 2011 IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE, AT 8.45AM

Present:

Sir Bruce Robinson – Chair




Rosalie Flanagan




Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Nick Perry




Alan Shannon




Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin
Stephen Grimason



David Thomson




John Cole




Bert Houston




Tommy O’Reilly




Neill Jackson 




Brian Grzymek – agenda item 5



John Todd – agenda item 5



Emma Wilson - secretariat

1. Apologies:
David Sterling
Stephen Peover

Gerry Lavery

Andrew McCormick

Will Haire
Noel Lavery

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 1 July 2011

The minutes of the meeting were agreed.

3. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

4. Executive and Assembly Update

Neill Jackson provided an update on the Executive meeting that had taken place on 7 July 2011.  
5. Reducing Offending

Brian Grzymek and John Todd, DoJ, gave a presentation on reducing offending.  Brian emphasised that this was a priority for the Justice Minister and the strategy had a focus on both prevention of offending and reducing reoffending.  John outlined the strategic framework for how government and its partners can deliver a reduction in offending.  The cross-Departmental linkages and need for collaboration were highlighted along with the need for focus on early intervention and prevention.  Brian acknowledged the progress to date in forging cross-Departmental links and pointed to the need to build on and develop this range of work.  The next steps in the work were noted.  
Sir Bruce thanked Brian and John for the presentation and recognised the strategic importance of this issue to a range of Departments and wider society.  The challenge was to ensure Departments were able to give it sufficient priority.  
There was some discussion about the complexities in setting targets in relation to reducing offending.  Alan Shannon highlighted the linkages to DEL areas such as Career Service, JBOs and Essential Skills.  Tommy O’Reilly noted the links to Neighbourhood Renewal and also the need for focused engagement between DSD, DHSSPS, DEL and DoJ in relation to the forthcoming welfare reform.  John Cole pointed to the Children and Young Persons Strategic Partnership as a mechanism for engagement.  Sir Bruce noted the ex-prisoners work OFMDFM was engaged in and contacts with the business community and agreed that he would get the relevant officials to follow up with DoJ on this point.  

[Action: Sir Bruce Robinson]

6. Tour de Table

Tuition Fees

Alan Shannon provided an update on student tuition fees.
DoJ
Nick Perry provided an update on a number of DoJ issues.

DCAL
Rosalie Flanagan provided an update on DCAL related issues.

NIHE
Tommy O’Reilly noted the developments in relation to the Northern Ireland Housing Executive issues.

Rebalancing the NI Economy
David Thomson provided an update on communications from HM Treasury on this matter.  Sir Bruce noted the consultation event that had taken place on 7 July.
Legal work

Oswyn Paulin noted a recent meeting with the Bar Council in relation to the system for charging for work.  
Independent Board Member 

Sir Bruce noted the stage reached in the OFMDFM process to appoint an Independent Board Member.
Emma Wilson 
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