HCS/359/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 30 APRIL 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Rosalie Flanagan





Will Haire

Malcolm McKibbin




Stephen Peover




Nick Perry

Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon




David Sterling




Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin 




Noel Lavery

Stephen Grimason

John McMillen

Miriam McCarthy

Neill Jackson

Emma Wilson – Secretary

1. Apologies
Andrew McCormick

Leo O’Reilly

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 23 April 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 April were agreed.
3. Matters Arising
Independent Board Members competition

Bruce Robinson advised that OFMDFM had initiated the second stage of the IBM appointment process.   Stephen Peover noted that DFP had also done so. 

PSG Forward Planner

Bruce Robinson requested that outstanding requests on the PSG forward planner be provided to Pauline Boyle. 

4. Executive & Assembly Update
Neill Jackson updated on Executive and Assembly business, including the Executive meeting that took place on 29 April 2010.  He noted that in instances where a draft Executive paper was circulated and comments provided by a Department it was important that other relevant Department(s) responded to any points of disagreement ahead of the paper coming to the Executive meeting.
5. NIBusinessInfo.co.uk
David Sterling presented a paper on the way forward on NIBusinessInfo.co.uk.  He noted that following discussion at PSG in February a series of bi-laterals with Departments had taken place and the paper had been updated to address the various concerns where appropriate.  PSG agreed the recommendations, including that:
· NIBusinessInfo is the official NI Government online channel for businesses providing a single, but in the early stages not exclusive, gateway routing businesses to government information and online services; and

· Departments planning new business focused websites should use NIBusinessInfo as the delivery mechanism and, while existing online transactional services will continue to be within the remit and responsibility of individual NICS Departments, NIBusinessInfo will move to develop the capability to be the primary access route to online services for businesses in the same way as NIDirect will be the key route for citizens.

Malcolm McKibbin stated that he agreed that proportionate formal governance structures needed to be put in place.  This would allow outstanding issues, such as the need to guarantee 24/7 accessibility and contingency and accept liability if this service is not provided and there is impact on DARD’s transactional services, to be addressed.
PSG noted that there would be a focus on minimising any duplication between NI Direct and NIBusinessInfo and in the longer-term the goal is to merge these two platforms.  

David Sterling agreed that the NIBusinessInfo team would liaise with:

· John McMillen to ensure that the necessary linkages are being made re. relevant areas of DoE responsibilities; 

· Rosalie Flanagan re. how engagement with ALBs would be managed, particularly in the context of the role they play in relation to the creative industries.

[Action: David Sterling and relevant Permanent Secretaries]

Stephen Grimason emphasised that the single point of contact to be identified in each department to liaise with the NIBusinessInfo team should not be the same person as the NIDirect franchise manager as these are different roles.  It was agreed that DHSSPS be invited to update PSG on its linkage/interface with NHS choices. 








[Action: Secretariat]

6. Tour de Table
SIB
Noel Lavery noted that Brett Hannam had been appointed as interim Chief Executive of the SIB. 
Planning Service

John McMillen updated on the staffing restructuring in DoE.

DoJ matters

Nick Perry updated on the security related issues.  He also noted that the draft DoJ addendum to the Programme for Government would be circulated soon.  
Cardiff Common Purpose event

Permanent Secretaries agreed to follow up to ensure appropriate NICS representation at this event on 10-11 June.  Attendance would be agreed at the PSG awayday. 
[Action: All Permanent Secretaries]
Sunningdale

Bruce Robinson reported on matters discussed at the Spring Sunningdale event.  

Prince’s Trust event

Bruce noted an invitation to a Prince’s Trust event about youth employment on 14 May.  It was agreed that relevant departments (DE, DEL, DSD and DETI) would ensure appropriate NICS senior level representation.

[Action: relevant Permanent Secretaries]

Emma Wilson

30 April 2010
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