HCS/206/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 12 MARCH 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair

Rosalie Flanagan

Will Haire




Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Peover




Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon  

David Sterling

Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Stephen Grimason

Neill Jackson




Derek Baker




Tim Losty 

Damian Prince – agenda item 5

Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Oswyn Paulin 

Noel Lavery

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 5 March 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 March were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
4. Executive & Assembly Update
Neill Jackson provided an update on Executive and Assembly business, including the Executive meeting on 11 March 2010 and the work flowing from the Hillsborough Castle agreement.  

Neill thanked Permanent Secretaries for comments provided on the draft protocol and invited any other comments.  
5. Programme for Government Delivery Report Update
Tim Losty noted that he had issued the third Programme for Government (PfG) Delivery Report to PSG and introduced his update paper on the PfG monitoring arrangements.  He provided an overview of key aspects of the monitoring arrangements, including developing the Delivery Report and the Review meetings.  Tim also noted the related NIAO Report, PAC Report and the Memorandum of Reply.  

Stephen Peover updated re. the Finance and Personnel Committee’s response to the Memorandum of Reply.  

It was noted that the Review meetings had been helpful and constructive. 

It was agreed that any specific issues re. factual accuracy of the third Delivery Report should be addressed with the central OFMDFM team as a matter of urgency.  

[Action: Relevant Permanent Secretaries and Damian Prince]
It was agreed that it was important to learn lessons from the 2008-11 PfG on how targets are developed and set, particularly to ensure greater consistency.  The Scottish approach should be considered as part of this.  It was agreed that this issue would start to be addressed through the guidance to be developed by the central PfG team to inform development of the next PfG.

[Action: Damian Prince] 
6. Tour de Table
NI Water
Paul Priestly updated on the issues around NI Water.
Townland names

Rosalie Flanagan raised the issue of the use of townland names in departmental addresses following a response from the CAL Committee.  Stephen Peover reiterated the advice previously provided by DFP.  Will Haire raised the issue of the potential wider implications re. the Pointer database and other processes.  It was agreed Stephen Peover would look at this and report back to PSG.
[Action: Stephen Peover]
DFP database and baseline allocations
Malcolm McKibbin registered his concerns that DFP were now advising that it would not be possible to revise baseline allocations on the database and urged that this work be undertaken.  Bruce Robinson supported Malcolm’s concern.  Stephen Peover agreed to look into the details and report back to PSG.
[Action: Stephen Peover]

Information Commission

Bruce Robinson noted that Aubrey McCrory, Head of the Information Commissioner's Office in NI, had been dismissed.
PMS Update
Bruce Robinson updated on the Presbyterian Mutual Society work.

Non Executive Board Members

Bruce Robinson noted that he would circulate to PSG for information a letter from Sir Gus O’Donnell to Sir David Normington on guidance on the role of Non Executive Departmental Board Members.

US visit
Bruce Robinson reminded PSG that he would be in the US next week supporting Ministers.  Stephen Peover would chair PSG.
Non Permanent Secretaries (except Derek Baker) left the meeting at this point.

7. SCS Issues

Derek Baker provided an update on the 2010 SCS pay award process.

EMMA WILSON
15 March 2010
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