HCS/467/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 3 JULY 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Alan Shannon - Chair




Will Haire




Michael McBride 




Aideen McGinley

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Paul Priestly




Paul Sweeney




In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Rosalie Flanagan




John McMillen




Stephen Grimason




Colin Lewis




David Gavaghan 

Agenda item 4




Ed Vernon




Emma Wilson - Secretary

1.
Apologies:

Bruce Robinson

Stephen Peover





Stephen Quinn

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 26 June 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 26 June were agreed. 

3. Matters Arising
Gifts and hospitality

Leo O’Reilly had circulated a note to PSG on the publication of gifts and hospitality registers.  It was agreed that the preference would be to a publish information for staff at all grades on Departmental websites but a final decision on a consistent approach would be taken at PSG on 10 July. 
4. Review of Capital Realisation Taskforce
Ed Vernon presented on the review of the Capital Realisation Taskforce (CRT).  He outlined the work since January 2009 to review the recommendations of the CRT report submitted in December 2007 and the proposed new and updated recommendations.  He noted that it had been a collaborative effort with Departments and he was encouraged by the expertise and interest shown in Departments.  
In discussion Permanent Secretaries:

· Supported the focus on better asset utilisation and management;
· Cautioned against committing to headline cost saving figures which did not include transition costs and underpinning detail;

· Sought clarity on the role of the proposed Asset Management Unit; and 

· Noted that engagement with key stakeholders was essential in taking the work forward and the sections of the paper dealing with governance should be amended to reflect this.

Ed Vernon agreed to update the draft paper to reflect the discussion ahead of submission to the First Minister and deputy First Minister.  

5. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on the Executive meeting that had taken place on 2 July 2009.  She noted that after the meeting on 9 July there were currently no further Executive meetings scheduled in July and August.  
Several Permanent Secretaries raised concerns about the late circulation of some papers. 
Leo O’Reilly agreed to have a substantive discussion at a future PSG meeting on the issue of flexibility for Departments in managing their budgets.  

[Action: Leo O’Reilly]

6. Swine Flu

Michael McBride presented on the swine flu situation.  He outlined key facts, projections for the spread of the virus, the health response and the oversight of forward planning as part of the UK planning process.  He commended the HSC for its response and work to date. Michael emphasised the importance of robust business continuity arrangements across Departments and asked all Permanent Secretaries to ensure these are reviewed and updated. 

[Action: all Permanent Secretaries]
John McMillen updated PSG on the work being led out of OFMDFM on the civil contingencies side. 
7. Tour de Table
Case decision
Oswyn Paulin noted the outcome of the Williamson case and indicated he would prepare a note for circulation to Permanent Secretaries on the wider implications of the decision.

SCS Post
Michael McBride sought PSG support for a one year seconded post in the area of communicable disease.
Labour Market Bulletin

Aideen McGinley highlighted the publication of the latest Annual Labour Market Bulletin, the LMI analysis by regions for the six Workforce Development Forums and the highlighted publication of industry factsheets with the Sector Skills Councils for Careers advice.

PAC

Aideen McGinley outlined the PAC recommendations in relation to Further Education Colleges.
Project Bloodhound

Aideen McGinley outlined developments in relation to Project Bloodhound (land speed record attempt project) and highlighted opportunities for interdepartmental input to the Bid process. 
EMMA WILSON
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