HCS/416/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 28 MAY 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair




Rosalie Flanagan





Will Haire

Andrew McCormick

Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover




Nick Perry

Paul Priestly

In attendance:
Noel Lavery

David Thomson

Andrew Hamilton

John McGrath




Stephen Grimason




Mark Browne




Neill Jackson




Hilary Jackson – agenda item 5
Emma Wilson – Secretary

1. Apologies
Alan Shannon

David Sterling

Malcolm McKibbin

Paul Sweeney

Oswyn Paulin

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 21 May 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 21 May were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
It was noted that the group considering the DFP hard charging had been set up and Stephen Peover agreed to come back to PSG on the matter in the near future. 

[Action: Stephen Peover]
4. Executive & Assembly Update
Neill Jackson updated on the Executive meeting that took place on 27 May 2010.
5. NIO update
Hilary Jackson updated on the new NIO following the devolution of justice and policing responsibilities. She outlined the functions of NIO and key issues for the new Secretary of State.  She noted that NIO would maintain a Belfast base and was keen to maintain the exchange of staff through secondment arrangements between the NIO and NICS.   

6. Tour de Table

Policy seminar
Paul Priestly updated on a seminar he had hosted as Head of Profession and the positive feedback received. 
Student loans
Andrew Hamilton highlighted a DEL budgetary pressure in relation to the Student Loans company that would be included in the Department’s Monitoring Round bid.
Assembly procedures

Neill Jackson updated on changes due to be introduced from September 2010, including re. oral questions.  He also noted that Executive Services Division would be writing to Departments following the Queen’s Speech and the implications for NI in terms of legislative consents.  
Tom Hanney farewell dinner
Bruce Robinson noted a dinner would be held in June to mark Tom Hanney leaving his NSMC role and invited Permanent Secretaries to attend.  Potential dates were 9, 22 or 29 June 2010.
[Action: Interested Permanent Secretaries to respond to HOCS Office]

Bryson recycling facility visit

Bruce Robinson noted an invitation he had accepted to visit Bryson Charitable Group’s recycling operation in Mallusk.  He invited other Permanent Secretaries to join him for the visit likely to be in late August 2010.

[Action: Interested Permanent Secretaries to respond to HOCS Office]

SCS Induction

Bruce Robinson reported back positively on speaking at the NICS Grade 5 induction programme earlier in the week.  Stephen Peover indicted the course was a pilot and would be evaluated.  It was agreed the People Issues Sub-Group should report back to PSG on the pilot in due course.
[Action: Alan Shannon and Stephen Peover]

Permanent Secretaries Only
Permanent Secretaries discussed Honours. 

Emma Wilson

1 June 2010
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