HCS/300/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 26 MARCH 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Alan Shannon – Chair




Rosalie Flanagan


Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly




Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin 




Lian Patterson



David Ferguson




Richard Pengelly
Neill Jackson

Tim Losty

Sean Holland – agenda item 5

Emma Wilson – Secretary

1. Apologies
Bruce Robinson




Will Haire




David Sterling



Stephen Peover




Paul Priestly

Noel Lavery 

Stephen Grimason

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 March were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
DSO hard charging
Alan Shannon reminded PSG re. outstanding replies to Oswyn Paulin on DSO hard charging.  Oswyn noted that he had sent a further note on the issue to Permanent Secretaries on 25 March 2010.
4. Executive & Assembly Update
Neill Jackson provided an update on Executive and Assembly business, including the Executive meeting that had taken place on 25 March 2010.  Neill also updated on the Hillsborough Castle Agreement workstreams.  

Leo O’Reilly provided an update on Local Government reform.
5. Election Guidance
Neill Jackson had circulated to PSG the guidance to civil servants and Special Advisers on their role and conduct in the period between now and the General Election (date to be announced).  He noted that Departments had an opportunity to comment on this guidance in January and all comments had been taken on board.  The guidance would be issued once the General Election had been announced.  PSG noted the guidance.
6. Tour de Table
Independent Board Members competition
PSG sought an update on the process to create a pool of candidates to fill Independent Board Member appointments across the NICS.  Emma Wilson agreed to follow up with Stephen Peover.
[Action: Stephen Peover]

NI Water
Lian Patterson noted that a process was being initiated to appoint interim Board members. 

Abolition of prescription charges

Andrew McCormick noted that an event to publicise the abolition of prescription charges would be held in w/c 29 March 2010.

Review of Physical Security at NICS Premises
Alan Shannon reported on behalf of Bruce Robinson that at PSG on 8 January 2010 Nicky Davidson from the OFMDFM Security Advisory Unit presented the findings of the Review of Physical Security at NICS Premises and undertook to provide an update for PSG at the end of March.  Following consultation with all departments Nicky had confirmed that remedial works considered necessary under the review have now been substantially completed.  Security arrangements at NICS premises are now subject to annual review as part of the process of providing an Annual Security Report to HOCS and Permanent Secretaries.

EMMA WILSON
26 March 2010
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