HCS/367/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 23 APRIL 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Linda Brown

Rosalie Flanagan





Will Haire




Andrew Hamilton

Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly




David Sterling




Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin 




Noel Lavery

Stephen Grimason
Linda MacHugh

Kathryn Thomson – Agenda Item 5
Pauline Boyle – Secretary

1.
Apologies

Andrew McCormick





Nick Perry





Alan Shannon




Neill Jackson

2.
Minutes of the meeting held on 16 April 2010

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 April were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
Department of Justice – Budget
Stephen Peover wrote to Permanent Secretaries on 22 April re handling of budgets for the Department of Justice.

PSG Strategic Priorities
Emma Wilson issued papers to Departments on Wednesday 21 April for the PSG Awayday on 6 and 7 May.  Bruce Robinson reminded Chairs of PSG Sub-Groups to provide Emma with any further papers to be circulated for the Awayday by Tuesday 27 April.

Staff Attitude Survey
PSG agreed to communicate the Staff Attitude Survey results to staff in w/c 10 May 2010.
Independent Board Members competition

Bruce Robinson advised that he planned to write to the successful pool of candidates on Monday 26 April initiating the second stage for OFMDFM to identify a new IBM.  It was agreed that HOCS office would forward a copy of his letter to Departments.









[Action:  Secretary]
4. Executive & Assembly Update
Linda MacHugh updated on the Hillsborough Castle Agreement workstreams including the work of the Parades Working Group, Improving the Executive Functions and Delivery Working Group, the outstanding Executive Business Working Group and outstanding issues from St Andrews.

The draft Bill on Public Assemblies, Parades and Protests consultation document was issued on Monday 20 April for 12 week consultation.

The Improving Executive Functions and Delivery Working Group has agreed a report to circulate to other Executive colleagues and work continues to clear outstanding Executive business.  

5.
Tourism Strategy

David Sterling gave an overview of the Draft Tourism Strategy for Northern Ireland to 2020 which is out for consultation at present.  David thanked those colleagues in DARD, DEL, DRD, DOE and DCAL who helped frame the document.  David introduced Kathryn Thomson from the Northern Ireland Tourist Board (NITB).  Kathryn showed two short video clips which will be used during a series of regional consultation events to provide stakeholders with a further opportunity to discuss key issues and give feedback.   One video clip is aimed at those in the industry and the other aimed at those who will deliver tourism.  The NITB are working with Departments and Agencies on how to deliver the strategy.  Other supporting material are 3 publications: “My NI”, “16 Steps” and “Simple Ideas for Sharing Stories”.  Consultation period end on 20 May.
6.
Tour de Table

HR
PSG agreed to Malcolm McKibbin’s proposal to create a temporary G5 post in DARD to lead a project on EC disallowance.
Finance Director, DOE
Leo O’Reilly said interviews will take place week commencing 26 April for G5 Finance Director post in DOE.
HMS Caroline
Rosalie Flanagan reported that Belfast City Council, NITB and DSD are commissioning consultants to test the potential of HMS Caroline remaining in Belfast after it is decommissioned later this year.  Following discussion it was agreed that the future of HMS Caroline should be viewed in the context of a visionary marine and naval strategy linked to the tourism product.
Quinn Insurance
David Sterling updated on Quinn Insurance.

NI Direct
Stephen Grimason reported how NI Direct helped carry key messages following the impact of the recent volcanic ash episode.  He also reported on lessons learned.

Stephen reported how NI Direct helped with Rates Bills and in particular produced an innovative webchat.  LPS engaged with NI Direct last August in preparation for the delivery of Rates Bills.  Due to early engagement it helped in the planning and arrangements were put in place to handle the expected high levels of telephone queries.
The key message is for Departments to engage early with NI Direct.


Attorney General

Noel Lavery updated on the Attorney General appointment.

Director of the Office of the NI Executive in Brussels
Noel informed PSG that Gerry Mulligan will transfer to Brussels during May 2010 as Director of the Office of the NI Executive following the retirement of Evelyn Cummins.
PAULINE BOYLE
26 April 2010
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