HCS/402/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 21 MAY 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair




Rosalie Flanagan





Will Haire

Andrew McCormick

Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover




Nick Perry

Paul Priestly




Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin 

Noel Lavery

David Thomson

Catherine Bell




Stephen Grimason




Mark Browne




Linda MacHugh




Denis McMahon – agenda item 5



Philip Irwin - agenda item 5



Michael McBride - agenda item 6



Des Armstrong - agenda item 7
Emma Wilson – Secretary

1. Apologies
Alan Shannon

David Sterling

Malcolm McKibbin

Neill Jackson

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 14 May 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 14 May were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
The membership of the four PSG sub-groups was agreed.  It was noted that David Sterling would chair the new sub-group on managing budgetary pressures. 

4. Executive & Assembly Update
Linda MacHugh updated on the Hillsborough Castle Agreement workstreams and the visit by the new Prime Minister on 20 May 2010.

5. Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme
Leo O’Reilly introduced an update paper on the Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC) Energy Efficiency Scheme following an earlier discussion on the issue at PSG in February.  He noted the work done by DOE and DFP since then.  Denis McMahon updated on the current position of Departments in taking this work forward.  He noted that the key activity during 2010/11 was registration which closes on 30 September and so far five Departments had decided on how each body within their remit will register.  It was agreed to bring an update to PSG on registrations at the end of June. 

[Action: Leo O’Reilly]

Denis then outlined two key issues which can be addressed on a cross-Departmental basis – developing the Estate and monitoring of energy usage – and the intention to explore these with DFP and through PSG.  Will Haire noted the importance of clarity re. the NICS-wide aspect and DFP’s role.  It was agreed to return to this at PSG in the autumn.  Paul Priestly emphasised the implications for ALBs and it was agreed this issue would also be picked up as part of the discussion in the autumn. 

[Action: Leo O’Reilly, Denis McMahan and Philip Irwin]
6. Review of the Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear (CBRN) Steering Group and Associated Structures

Dr Michael McBride introduced a paper on the way forward on CBRN arrangements in NI.  PSG endorsed the proposals, including that the Department of Justice would assume lead devolved responsibility for CBRN planning in NI working with other relevant Departments.  It was noted that Nick Perry would update PSG in due course on the decision re. where responsibility for chairing the Steering Group will lie.  

7. Charging for DFP Services
Stephen Peover introduced a paper on introducing hard charging for further aspects of the services provided by Central Procurement Directorate (CPD) and Departmental Solicitor’s Office (DSO).  

PSG raised a number of concerns and it was noted that all Departments faced intensifying budgetary pressures.  The point was made that transparency was needed on the charging proposals; Stephen Peover indicated both DSO and CPD would be happy to engage further with Departments to enable a better understanding of the issues.  

Bruce Robinson concluded the discussion stating that it was a difficult issue but one to which a solution had to be found.  It was agreed to set up a small sub-group to take forward work swiftly to seek to find a resolution both for this year and beyond.  This would include DFP representatives, Leo O’Reilly and Barney McGahan DSD.  Any other nominations were to be provided to Emma Wilson by Thursday 27 May. 
[Action: interested Permanent Secretaries]
Stephen agreed to re-circulate his paper of some months ago inviting suggestions on how DFP could seek to reduce the burden on other Departments.  PSG were invited to respond, in the event that a response had not been sent to the original paper.
[Action: Stephen Peover and Permanent Secretaries]
8. Tour de Table

Economic issues
David Thomson noted that the first meeting of the Executive Sub-Committee on the economy had taken place.

David also noted that Leslie Ross was continuing with his work to co-ordinate the Executive’s response to the situation at Quinn Insurance. 
Attorney General

Oswyn Paulin updated on the appointment of the AGNI

Future@work
Stephen Peover noted that DFP was thinking about the future direction of future@work and would be bringing a paper to PSG.  He invited any comments from PSG colleagues.  

Emma Wilson

21 May 2010
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