HCS-874-10

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair




Rosalie Flanagan




Gerry Lavery




Andrew McCormick




Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Nick Perry

Alan Shannon




David Sterling




Paul Sweeney




In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Noel Lavery




David Orr




Barney McGahan

Neill Jackson




Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Stephen Peover
Will Haire

Stephen Grimason 

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 26 November 2010
The minutes of the PSG away day on 26 November were agreed with minor amendments.
3. Matters Arising
Savings in NICS office accommodation

Bruce Robinson thanked Stephen Peover for his note on the savings that are being realised in NICS office accommodation.
The NICS Is Changing
Bruce noted that the NICS Is Changing document and summary had been circulated again to PSG for use with key stakeholders and contacts.  This would be updated shortly to reflect the 2009/10 absence statistics.

4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Neill Jackson updated on the Budget Review Group meeting (1 December) and the Executive meeting (2 December).  

5. Tour de Table
Further Education colleges
Alan Shannon noted an ONS decision that further education colleges’ accounts should come within central government accounts and the implications this had for DEL.

World Skills 2011

Alan noted that 12 people from NI had been selected for the UK squad for the World Skills competition for young people to be held in London next year and this was a very good achievement. 
Bad weather

Malcolm McKibbin provided an update on work by Roads Service etc. in relation to recent the ice and snow. 

Private Member’s Bill

Oswyn Paulin provided an update on the PMB on multi-unit developments.

Brussels visit

Noel Lavery noted that the First Minister and deputy First Minister were due to visit Brussels in w/c 6 December for the official opening of the new ONIEB offices by EC President Barroso.

Emma Wilson
3 December 2010
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