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MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 1 OCTOBER 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair

Rosalie Flanagan




Will Haire




Gerry Lavery




Andrew McCormick 

Malcolm McKibbin 
Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover




Nick Perry 



Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Noel Lavery




Derek Baker




Andrew Hamilton




David Thomson

Linda MacHugh




Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Alan Shannon

David Sterling



Stephen Grimason
2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 24 September 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 24 September were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
2010 Volunteering

Rosalie Flanagan was following up with CHR.

Expenditure classification

It was agreed that a strategic piece of work was required on the classification of expenditure on consultancy and hospitality. 

[Action: Bruce Robinson to follow up with Stephen Peover]
4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Linda MacHugh updated on the First Minister and Deputy First Minister’s meeting with the Chancellor on 28 September.  She also updated on the first meeting of the Ministerial Budget Review Group on 30 September.  

5. HR Issues
Derek Baker updated on a number of HR issues:

2009 pay award

Implementation of the 2009 non-industrial pay award was underway through HRConnect and was proceeding as planned. 

Fast Stream

Derek reported that the Cabinet Office scheme had opened for applications and advertisements had appeared locally.  The People Issues PSG Sub-Group were considering the material and structures for managing the Fast Stream entrants.

Workforce Planning

Derek updated on the redeployment of DoE Planning Service staff.  

6. Consultation on Revised Civil Service Recruitment Code
Derek Baker explained that the Civil Service Commissioners are consulting on a revised draft Recruitment Code.  He had circulated the draft following the request at an earlier meeting for PSG to have an opportunity to collectively consider the revised Code.  Derek noted that HR Directors from Departments had participated in a consultation workshop organised by the Commissioners on 28 September.  Ministers and other stakeholders had been asked individually to respond to the consultation.  

7. Tour de Table
Welfare Reform
Will Haire noted that the Social Development Minister had met with Lord Freud, Welfare Minister, DWP.
Retirements
It was noted that:

· Paddy McIntyre, Chief Executive of the Housing Executive, had announced his retirement; and

· The Director of Public Prosecutions for Northern Ireland, Sir Alasdair Fraser, had retired this week.  His successor would be appointed by the Attorney General.
Speaking engagements
Bruce Robinson noted that he was speaking in Brussels next week as part of the European Week of Cities and Regions Open Days and then at the NICS ICT Conference in Limavady.  
NICS Live

Bruce Robinson noted that the draft templates for Permanent Secretaries to write to staff and to their Committee Chairs would be circulated in the next week.  
Emma Wilson
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