HCS-672a-10
DRAFT MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair




Rosalie Flanagan

Will Haire




Gerry Lavery 



Leo O’Reilly



Stephen Peover




Nick Perry 



Alan Shannon




David Sterling



Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Noel Lavery 



Andrew Hamilton




Michael McBride




Lian Patterson




Stephen Grimason




Brian Doherty




Derek Baker




Neill Jackson – agenda item 4
Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Oswyn Paulin

Malcolm McKibbin




Alan Shannon




Andrew McCormick
Bruce Robinson on behalf of PSG recorded condolences for Oswyn Paulin.  

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 3 September 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 3 September were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
Bruce and Stephen Peover noted follow up to the recent Institute of Civil Engineers dinner.
4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Neill Jackson provided an update on the Executive meeting that had taken place on 9 September 2010.  

It was noted that the Written Ministerial Statement would be made on 13 September 2010 to publish the independent review of the dioxins incident.  

5. NICS Live

Kim Martin introduced a paper on NICS Live and sought PSG views on various issues.  She thanked Departments for their contributions to date.  PSG agreed the proposed themes for the event.  Kim outlined the nominations required from Departments by 22 September on case studies and exhibition stands.  It was agreed that Permanent Secretaries would:

· Work with their respective Working Group representatives to provide nominations that met the criteria outlined; and

· Consider further the lists of potential speakers and sponsor organisations to be provided to Dods and provide responses via their Working Group members.
[Action: All Permanent Secretaries]

It was agreed that:

· The free exhibition space would be limited to NICS bodies;

· Invitations would be extended to voluntary and community sector and wider public sector bodies on a restricted basis through letters to Chief Executives and relevant umbrella bodies; and
· Invitations would go to all MLAs and each Permanent Secretary would write to their respective Committee Chairs (a draft letter would be provided).

A further update on NICS Live would be brought back to PSG in October. 

6. HR Issues
Derek Baker provided updates on:

· NICS workforce monitoring;

· The Independent Pensions Commission; and

· The Senior Salaries Review Body review of SCS pay arrangements.

Derek noted that he would be writing to PSG seeking nominations to the Civil Service Benevolent Fund new Council of Members.

Derek asked that relevant Permanent Secretaries and Grade 3s responded to CHR on the request for feedback relating to the evaluation of the Grade 5 leadership development/induction programme.

Permanent Secretaries only discussed SCS management issues.
7. Tour de Table
PMS
Bruce and David Sterling provided an update on PMS.

8. Programme for Government

A number of Grade 3s joined the meeting at this point.  There was discussion of a draft paper on the initial thinking at a strategic level on developing the next PfG.  It was agreed the draft would be updated to reflect comments received and would be provided to FM and dFM for consideration.

Emma Wilson
10 September 2010
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