HCS-630-10
DRAFT MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair




Geoff Allister




Rosalie Flanagan

Will Haire




Gerry Lavery 



Andrew McCormick

John McGrath

David Orr

Leo O’Reilly



Nick Perry 



Alan Shannon




David Sterling
In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin

Noel Lavery 
Pauline Boyle - Secretary

1. Apologies
Malcolm McKibbin




Stephen Peover




Paul Sweeney




Stephen Grimason




Neill Jackson




2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 27 August 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 27 August were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
Programme for Government
Bruce Robinson reminded colleagues that the deadline for departments to provide input on the preparations for the Programme for Government is close of play today.  He would ask Dale Heaney to produce a further iteration of the paper and circulate as soon as possible.  This will be taken at next week’s PSG meeting.

NICS Live

Two Departments have not yet responded to Kim Martin on this.  Kim will attend next week’s meeting to provide an update.
4. Executive and Assembly Update 

Bruce Robinson recorded that:

· The next meeting of the Executive has been arranged for 9 September.

· A note from Neill Jackson issued to all Permanent Secretaries on 17 August 2010, asking for updates to the schedule of Future Executive Business by 27 August.  Two departments have still to respond.
· The Working Group on Outstanding Executive issues has produced a paper to the Executive.
· The Assembly returns from Summer Recess on Monday 6 September.  Statements in the Assembly commence on Monday 13 September.
5. Tour de Table
Invitations
It was agreed that Leo O’Reilly and David Sterling would attend the Federation of Small Businesses Silver Jubilee Dinner on Thursday 7 October 2010.
It was agreed that Leo O’Reilly, Paul Sweeney and Will Haire would attend the Big Lottery Fund evening reception on Wednesday 15 September 2010.
Ryanair

Leo O’Reilly reported on Ryanair’s announcement this week that they are pulling out of Belfast City Airport.  David Sterling advised that Arlene Foster is meeting the deputy Chief Executive, Michael Cawley this afternoon.

Iain Duncan Smith
Alan Shannon reported on the visit by Iain Duncan Smith on Thursday 2 September 2010.
PMS
Bruce Robinson reported the next PMS Ministerial Working Group will take place on Wednesday 8 September in London.

Institution of Civil Engineers
Bruce Robinson reported on the Institution of Civil Engineers Time for Debate dinner and discussion which he attended on Thursday 2 September.  It was agreed it would be useful to have more of these forums.  Bruce Robinson would write to Jonathan Hegan, Chairman of the Institution and Mark Lowry the President of the Construction Employers Federation to follow up.
Deaths
Bruce Robinson informed colleagues of the deaths of Frank McCann, Rupert Haydock and Stewart Johnston’s wife Paddy.
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