HCS-582-10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 13 AUGUST 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson




Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly
Stephen Peover



Alan Shannon




David Sterling

In attendance:
Stephen Grimason



Noel Lavery




Anthony Harbinson




Barney McGahan




John McGrath




Linda Brown




Edgar Jardine




Brian Doherty




Linda MacHugh




Dale Heaney – agenda item 4



Emma Wilson – Secretary

1. Apologies
Nick Perry

Andrew McCormick
Paul Priestly
Oswyn Paulin



Rosalie Flanagan




Paul Sweeney



Will Haire

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 6 August 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 6 August were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
Bruce Robinson reminded colleagues that returns re. NICS Live were due with Kim Martin by 20 August. 

4. Update on Programme for Government
Bruce Robinson welcomed Dale Heaney, OFMDFM, who introduced a paper on the draft proposals on the process for taking forward development of the Programme for Government (PfG) 2011-15.  Dale emphasised that these were draft and subject to Ministerial approval; the purpose of this item was to give PSG sight of the draft proposed process given the tight timescales involved.  

It was agreed that:

· A refined template would be issued to enable Departments to make returns by end of August setting out at a strategic level initial thinking on how PSAs could be developed, taking into account the lessons learned from the current PfG;
· An inter-departmental group at Grade 3 level would be convened to support the preparations to produce the next PfG at a strategic level;

· In parallel, the central OFMDFM team would offer bi-laterals to Departments to assist in the process; and

· An update would be provided to PSG at next week’s meeting.
[Action: Bruce Robinson, Dale Heaney]
5. Skills utilisation
PSG considered a note circulated by Rosalie Flanagan about the utilisation of NICS skills in the context of minimising expenditure on external consultancy.  
It was agreed there would be merit in taking forward an exercise to assess the potential demand for internal consultancy services (in skill areas such as legal, procurement and economist) and the scope for these to be provided.  Stephen Peover would speak to Helen Campbell in Business Consultancy Services, DFP, about how this could be taken forward.  In addition Edgar Jardine offered to help with the work: Bruce Robinson indicated he would like to review the terms of reference for this work.
[Action: Stephen Peover]
6. Tour de Table
HSE investigation
David Sterling noted the ongoing investigation involving the HSE into the two deaths from suspected carbon monoxide poisoning in Castlerock.  
Bryson House visit

David Sterling and colleagues reported on the visit to the Bryson House recycling facility. 
Parading
Linda MacHugh gave an update on the changes announced by FM and dFM to the Parades Bill.  

Emma Wilson
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