HCS/571/10

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 6 AUGUST 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson




Rosalie Flanagan




Andrew McCormick
Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly




Paul Priestly




Alan Shannon




David Sterling

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin 




Stephen Grimason



Anthony Harbinson




John McGrath




Derek Baker




David Ferguson




Brian Doherty



Emma Wilson – Secretary

1. Apologies
Nick Perry

Oswyn Paulin
Stephen Peover



Paul Sweeney



Will Haire

Noel Lavery

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 30 July 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 30 July were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
It was noted that the Minister of Finance and Personnel had written to MLAs on 3 August re. the outcome of June Monitoring.

4. NICS Live
Bruce Robinson and Kim Martin introduced a paper on NICS Live following Ministerial approval to run the event in conjunction with Dods in late autumn 2010.  
Permanent Secretaries were requested to discuss the issue with their senior teams and take forward the action points at paragraph 16, providing input to Kim Martin by 20 August to assist with the first stage of preparations for the event.  Bruce emphasised the importance of the role of each Departmental nominee to the NICS Live Working Group.  
[Action: All Permanent Secretaries to respond to Kim Martin by 20 August]

PSG members were also asked to begin to consider the areas within their respective Departmental agendas that could be appropriate case studies with transferable lessons and learning points for workshops/plenary sessions at NICS Live.
It was agreed that PSG would return to this issue in September as planning and preparations for the event begin to take shape.  

[Action: Kim Martin and Secretary]
5. HR Issues

Derek Baker provided an update on several HR issues.
6. Tour de Table
NI Water
Paul Priestly noted that the Regional Development Minister had announced the appointment of Padraic White as interim Chair of the Board of NI Water.
Waste removal
Leo O’Reilly noted that the Northern Ireland Environment Agency had begun the process of returning thousands of tonnes of illegally deposited waste from Northern Ireland to the Republic.
Departmental Solicitors Office
Brian Doherty noted that Eugene O’Loan had been temporarily promoted following Noel Kelly’s departure from the NICS.  

PMS

Bruce Robinson updated on PMS matters.

City of Culture

Bruce Robinson noted receipt of a card from Aideen McGinley, Ilex, to PSG members thanking colleagues for support in relation to the City of Culture bid.

Non Permanent Secretaries left the meeting at this point.

7. PSG and Derek Baker considered SCS Management Issues. 
Emma Wilson
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