HCS/484/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 25 JUNE 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson – Chair




Will Haire

Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover




Nick Perry

Paul Sweeney

1. In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin 




Noel Lavery

Stephen Grimason




Andrew Hamilton




Colin Lewis




Doreen Brown




Edgar Jardine




Caroline Gillan




Emma Wilson – Secretary

2. Apologies
Alan Shannon

David Sterling

Paul Priestly



Rosalie Flanagan

3. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 18 June 2010
The minutes of the PSG meeting on 18 June were agreed.

4. Matters Arising
Bruce Robinson thanked PSG for the Departmental returns on corporate social responsibility activities.  Preliminary estimates show that staff in the NICS raised in excess of £193,000 for charities and good causes during 2009/10.  It was noted that, in addition, staff have a long tradition of raising money for charities and good causes at branch level, giving which is not necessarily reported.
Further to the discussion on graduate recruitment, Permanent Secretaries were asked to provide firm bids for Fast Stream entrants to Derek Baker immediately. [Action: Interested Permanent Secretaries]

It was noted that the NI Chamber of Commerce ‘in camera’ event had been scheduled for October.  
5. Executive & Assembly Update
Caroline Gillan updated on the Executive meeting that had taken place on 24 June and the preparations for the additional Executive meeting on Budget 2010 scheduled for 6 July.  
6. Tour de Table

PAC
Doreen Brown updated re. PAC sessions on NI Water.

Local Government reform
Leo O’Reilly updated on the work in relation to local government reform.
PPS
Oswyn Paulin noted that the Director of Public Prosecutions for Northern Ireland had announced he is to retire in September.  The appointment of his successor is now the responsibility of the Attorney General.
Judgement

Oswyn Paulin noted a recent judgement in relation to the Ministerial Code.
Independent Board Members

It was agreed that individuals appointed as Independent Board Members from the central pool could not hold more than one appointment as an Independent Board Member at any one time.  A letter would issue to ensure all pool members were aware of this.  

[Action: Central Appointments Unit, OFMDFM]
Flooding Taskforce

Noel Lavery updated on matters relating to the Taskforce work.

Section 75 event
Bruce Robinson noted the Equality Commission events on the Revised Guide to the Statutory Duties under Section 75 due to take place in w/c 28 June.  He asked PSG to ensure a good representation at senior level from Departments.
Civil Service Commissioners

Bruce Robinson noted that he would be meeting with the Civil Service Commissioners in w/c 28 June along with Stephen Peover, Derek Baker and John McKervill. 

Emma Wilson

25 June 2010
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