HCS-239-11

DRAFT MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 15 APRIL 2011, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE, AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Sir Bruce Robinson - Chair

Rosalie Flanagan 

Will Haire




Gerry Lavery

Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Peover

Nick Perry 



Alan Shannon




David Sterling

Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Sir Peter Housden (Scottish Government)

Oswyn Paulin

Geoff Allister

Stephen Grimason

Noel Lavery

Michael McBride

Anthony Harbinson




Neill Jackson




Emma Wilson – Secretary 

1. Apologies
Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin

Nick Perry

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 8 April 2011
The minutes of the meeting were agreed with one amendment.

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4. Executive and Assembly Update

Neill Jackson noted that queries in relation to the application of the pre-election guidance were being dealt with as necessary by Executive Secretariat and EIS.

Neill asked Departments to give thought to potential Executive papers to be considered at the first meeting of the new Executive (date tbc).  

[Action: All PSG Members]
5. Sir Peter Housden

Bruce Robinson welcomed Peter Housden, Permanent Secretary, Scottish Government.  He explained that Peter was in NI through his role as Chair of the Lifeboat Fund for the launch of new lifeboat in Portrush on 16 April and had kindly agreed to deliver a masterclass to NICS managers as part of his visit.  
Bruce invited Peter to reflect on his experience in the Scottish devolved administration since taking up the Permanent Secretary post in 2010 and his thoughts on the challenges ahead following the forthcoming elections.  This was followed by discussion.  
6. Feedback from the Corporate Civil Service Groups 

Bruce noted that he had attended the Civil Service Permanent Secretary event in London on 6 April 2011.  The presentations and papers from this event on two Coalition Government reform agenda priorities – Accountability and ‘Transforming Whitehall’ - had been circulated to PSG for information. 
It was observed that there were emerging differences in approach between NI and GB on some aspects of the accountability workstreams.  It was agreed to come back to consider the issue at the PSG awayday and DFP would undertake some work to inform the discussion.
[Action: Stephen Peover]

7. Tour de Table
Quinn Group
David Sterling provided an update on the developments in relation to the Quinn Group. 

DEL Special Adviser investigation

Alan Shannon noted that this investigation would be getting underway shortly.  
Staffing issues
Leo O’Reilly noted that work was underway to initiate the processes for appointment of Grade 3s.
PSG agreed a proposal from Will Haire in relation to a new Grade 5 post in DSD. 

PSG awayday

Bruce noted that the PSG awayday was likely to be on 17 June in the Belfast area.  

Emma Wilson
15 April 2011
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