HCS-196-11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 1 APRIL 2011, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE, AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Stephen Peover - Chair

Rosalie Flanagan

Will Haire




Gerry Lavery




Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly




Alan Shannon




David Sterling

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Noel Lavery




Stephen Grimason



John McGrath




Anthony Harbinson




Emma Wilson – Secretary 

1. Apologies
Sir Bruce Robinson

Nick Perry

Paul Sweeney
2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 25 March 2011
The minutes of the meeting were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
It was noted that Neill Jackson had circulated a procedural guidance note on access to the papers of a former Minister.  
Items 4-8 – Senior Management Issues
9.
Tour de Table
PMS

David Sterling provided an update on developments in relation to the Presbyterian Mutual Society.  He recognised the work by officials in DETI, OFMDFM and DFP on the issue.  
Staffing moves
Malcolm McKibbin recorded that Fiona Hamill would be moving to DRD from 16 May 2011.
John McGrath noted that the Chief Inspector of the Education and Training Inspectorate, Stanley Goudie, had retired.
Judicial Review

John McGrath noted the ruling last week against the Department in relation to Loreto Grammar.  

TUS
Gerry Lavery noted that the Department and Departmental Whitley had jointly launched a guide to managing industrial relations in DARD.  It was agreed Gerry would circulate this to PSG Members.
[Action: Gerry Lavery]

PAC Report on Combating Organised Crime

Gerry noted that the NIAO was following up on the implementation of recommendations in this PAC report and asked which Department was taking the lead on the response.  Noel Lavery agreed to follow up with Frank Duffy and to ask him to liaise with Fiona Hamill, DFP.

[Action: Noel Lavery]

Sudden Oak Death

Gerry provided an update on this issue. 
Barroso Taskforce

Noel Lavery thanked all the representatives from relevant Departments who had assisted with the Barosso taskforce officials visit and recorded that it had been a positive visit.  
ICO audit
Stephen Peover recorded that DFP had agreed with the ICO to undertake a data protection audit and this had now been completed.  The summary report would appear on the ICO website in due course.

Royal wedding gift

Stephen recorded that a cheque on behalf of the NICS had been sent to the charitable trust fund set up by Prince William and Kate Middleton.

Permanent Secretaries Only (and Derek Baker)
Senior management issues were discussed.

Emma Wilson
1 April 2011
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