HCS-193-11

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 25 MARCH 2011, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE, AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Sir Bruce Robinson - Chair

Rosalie Flanagan

Will Haire




Gerry Lavery

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover




Nick Perry

David Sterling

Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Neill Jackson




Stephen Grimason



Catherine Bell




Catherine Daly




Emma Wilson – Secretary 

1. Apologies
Alan Shannon
Andrew McCormick

Noel Lavery

2. Minutes of the PSG meeting held on 18 March 2011
The minutes of the meeting were agreed.
3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
4. Executive and Assembly Update 
Neill Jackson provided an update on the Executive meeting that had taken place on 22 March.  He noted that there were no further Executive meetings currently scheduled but this was being kept under review.  

Neill tabled a short paper outlining the anticipated Assembly business immediately following the Assembly election on 5 May 2011.  Any further queries were to be directed to Neill.  
It was agreed Neill would also provide guidance on the rules in relation to access to papers of the previous administration. 

[Action: Neill Jackson]

Bruce Robinson thanked Neill and the Executive Services team for all their work on supporting the Executive during the Assembly term.  

5. Tour de Table
NI Water

Malcolm McKibbin noted that the Minister for Regional Development had announced the appointment of Sean Hogan as non-executive Chair to the Board of NI Water.
PMS

David Sterling provided an update on recent developments in relation to the Presbyterian Mutual Society.

Consumer Council

David provided an update on the matters relating to the Consumer Council following the findings of an independent audit that it had made irregular salary payments to some of its staff.
Corporation Tax

David provided an update on this, noting that the HM Treasury consultation document on Rebalancing the Northern Ireland Economy had been published on 24 March 2011. 
Disallowance

Gerry Lavery provided an update on continuing work by DARD in relation to the EU disallowance issue.
Catering

Stephen Peover outlined work being taken forward in relation to the catering arrangements across NICS buildings.  

Information Governance Board

Stephen noted that the first meeting of the Board had taken place on 15 March 2011 at which, inter alia, the Terms of Reference for the Board were agreed and the Information Strategy was discussed.  The next meeting would take place in June.

Car parking

Stephen noted recent developments in relation to the Assembly car park and parking on the roads of the Stormont Estate.  He indicated that CPD were exploring options for providing additional car parking spaces on the Estate.

Health Review

Catherine Daly recorded that DHSSPS are liaising with DFP in relation to the review of the current profile of health and social care services that was announced by the Health Minister on 23 March.
Emergency planning

Will Haire noted the plans to ensure the contact details of incoming MLAs were held for the purposes of use in responding to an emergency.  It was agreed these should also be held by the CCG(NI).

Housing Executive

Will Haire noted the Social Development Minister’s announcement on 23 March on the progress on the fundamental review of the Northern Ireland Housing Executive.
DEL Special Adviser
Catherine Bell noted the recent dismissal of the Special Adviser.

ISNI

Bruce provided an update on the position in relation to the development of a draft ISNI.  

Arm’s Length Bodies Review

Bruce provided an update on the stage reached with this work.  
Barroso Taskforce
Bruce noted that the visit of officials from the European Commission was due to take place in w/c 28 March.
Bruce noted that he would be with the NI Bureau in Washington and New York next week.  Stephen Peover would chair PSG on 1 April. 
Emma Wilson
25 March 2011
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