HCS/179/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 

8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Will Haire




Andrew McCormick

Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Peover




Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon  

David Sterling

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin

Noel Lavery

Stephen Grimason

John McGrath

Edgar Jardine

Neill Jackson




Gerry Lavery




John Wilkinson – agenda item 4




Iain Greenway – agenda item 4

Emma Wilson - Secretary

Apologies

Malcolm McKibbin

Paul Sweeney

Rosalie Flanagan

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 19 February 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 February were agreed.

2. Matters Arising
Permanent Secretaries noted the action from last week’s meeting re. ensuring consistent application of the DFP guidance on recording and reporting on use of consultants. 
3. Executive & Assembly Update
Neill Jackson provided an update on Executive and Assembly business, including the work flowing from the Hillsborough Castle agreement.  

4. Geographic Information Strategy

Bruce Robinson welcomed John Wilkinson and Iain Greenway, LPS.  Iain introduced a paper on the Northern Ireland Geographic Information (GI) Strategy.  He outlined the developments since the last update to PSG in late 2008, the history of the GI Strategy, and the key objectives of the strategy.  Iain outlined the work to implement the strategy, the areas for strategic action and key issues going forward.  He noted the progress made with the NI GI Council.  
Iain highlighted examples of where Departments and public bodies had effectively utilised GI to deliver service improvements and efficiencies.  He noted the value of the GI consultants that are outposted to Departments in this regard.  John and Iain emphasised the need to realise the power and potential of GI more fully across the NI public sector and the major contribution it can make to improving services and realising efficiencies in the context of financial pressures.  John indicated that LPS are keen to engage with Departments on the issue.
Gerry Lavery noted the use DARD was making of GI and their support for the GI Strategy.  He noted the priority to move forward with rural mapping work.    
Alan Shannon welcomed the assistance of outposted GI consultants and the role this played in enabling Departments to be ‘intelligent customers’.

Will Haire noted the need to develop greater understanding of the relationship between the GI profession and statisticians.  
It was agreed that all Permanent Secretaries would invite Iain Greenway to present at their Departmental Board (or similar forum) to promote the potential of GI to assist Departments to improve services and realise efficiencies.  
[Action: All Permanent Secretaries]

5. Tour de Table
Presbyterian Mutual Society

Bruce Robinson updated on the work on PMS.  

Farm Modernisation Scheme

Gerry Lavery updated on tranche two of the Farm Modernisation Scheme.

SIB

Noel Lavery noted that David Gavaghan had announced his decision to leave his post as SIB Chief Executive to take up a post in London.  The process to replace him would be agreed.
Haiti Earthquake: Irish Aid Rapid Response Corps
Bruce Robinson noted that he had circulated Frank Duffy’s note of 23 February to PSG colleagues and asked Permanent Secretaries to ensure this was circulated widely in Departments to appraise them of the Irish Aid initiative and also of the UK campaign to channel assistance through the Disasters Emergency Committee.  

[Action: All Permanent Secretaries]

Budgetary decisions impacting on other Departments

Bruce Robinson noted his intention to bring a note to PSG updating on the organisational changes in OFMDFM.  He noted the need for other Departments to similarly update PSG where changes had implications for other Departments.






[Action:  HOCS]
Absence management
Bruce Robinson emphasised the need to ensure that managing absence remained a priority across all Departments and asked Permanent Secretaries to follow up in their own Departments re. those instances where no reason is recorded for an absence.  

[Action: All Permanent Secretaries and Noel Lavery]
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PAGE  
2

