
The United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the 

Child says……. 
 

All children have a right to 
relax and play, and to join in 
a wide range of activities. 

(Article 31) 

 

To help us do this, we asked you  
  
♦ What were the most important things to you 

about your play and leisure; and 
 

♦ What you wanted the Government to do in  

providing Play and Leisure services.  
 

We listened to what was important to you and took 
away your ideas, this is what we heard from you: 
 

∗ Need for spaces that provide a variety of ways 

and places to play; 

∗ Children and young people of all ages being in-

volved together; 

∗ Dealing with issues in communities that affect 

children and young people; 

∗ Feeing safe - to go and play near home or further 

away; 

∗ Affordable places to play; 

∗ Places to hang out with friends; 

∗ Choices that provide fun and exciting places to 

play; 

∗ Money and funding to support play; 

∗ Children and young people involved in decision 

making involving play; 

The Government knows how important play is for you, 

that is why we are working to introduce a Play and Lei-
sure Plan for Northern Ireland. We want you to have in-

teresting and safe places to play and relax in. 

The Government brought together a group of adults that work 

with Children and Young People and know about play. Using 
what you had told us previously they started to write a plan 

about Play and Leisure. The plan is now ready. It explains what 
needs to happen so you have more play and leisure opportuni-

ties. We want you to look at the plan and tell us what you think. 
  
The plan is split into four areas and each of those areas have 
priorities – (important things) that need to be done to improve 

Play and Leisure. Here is a summary of the priorities. 

We believe and will work to ensure that: 

 
• You will have access to people, places, spaces 

and opportunities to experience play and leisure; 
 

• Everyone big and small, young and old realises 
how important play and leisure is to you; 
 

• Access to play and leisure in your local  

 community is what you want, need and can  
 afford; 
 

• All adults understand and involve you and your 

friends in decisions which affect your play and 
leisure opportunities; 
 

• Adults respect you and your views more; 
 

• Adults understand how important your time is 
and how you would like to spend it; 
 

• We find out what is in your area and how we can 

work with you and others to make it better; 

We want to you to tell us: 
 
1. Have we understood what is important 

to you and your friends about your play 

and leisure needs? 
 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 
 _______________________________ 

 
2. Have we understood what you and 

your friends want the government to 

do to give you better play and leisure  
 opportunities? 

 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 
 _______________________________ 

 
3.  Is there anything that we have missed 

 out or forgotten to add? 
 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 
 

Send your replies to: play@ofmdfmni.gov.uk 


