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What is LIFT OFF?
A Partnership:

� Between Amnesty, UTU and INTO

Developed by:

� Teachers and schools

Guided by:

� Statutory education bodies

Funded by:

� Amnesty International, DENI, DES, Irish Aid



Human Rights 
Commissions

Belfast 
Agreement

Cross-border 
cooperation

UNCRC

Background to LIFT OFF
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What is the aim of LIFT OFF?

To promote human rights education and 

to support schools which wish to 

incorporate human rights principles into 

their policies and practices.



Number of Schools Involved

�2001-2002: 10 schools

�2003 – 2004: 15 schools

�2005 – 2006: 30 schools

�Currently: every primary school has 
received a set of books; 150 schools on 
mailing list; 400 registered users on 
website; 60 schools attended training 
between Jan-Jun 2008



What is Human Rights Education?

Learning about Human Rights
(Knowledge)

Learning through 
Human Rights
(Attitude)

Learning for Human Rights
(Skills)

HRE
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How we meet our aims

1. Develop curriculum support 

materials
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How we meet our aims

2. Create a mutually 

supportive network 

of schools through 

newsletters, website, 

school linking
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How we meet our aims

3. Organize CPD opportunities for teachers

4. Support Initial Teacher Education 

Providers
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How we meet our aims

5.  Support schools in implementing 

whole school HRE activities



HRE and the revised curriculum
Curriculum Objectives

� ‘…contribute to creating a better 

world for those around them…’

� ‘…develop an awareness and 

respect for…similarities and 

differences…’

� ‘…listen to and interact positively 

with others…’

Teachers’ comments from LIFT OFF evaluations

� ‘The Right Start’ was not designed to teach Human Rights 
in faraway countries: it was about learning new attitudes to 
each other in our own classroom , our own school.

� I believe that our pupils have gained immensely from being 
involved in this programme.  They have learnt that everyone 
should be given equal respect and equal opportunities and 
this is reflected in their behaviour both inside and outside 
the classroom.  

� These 4 – 5 year old students, kids, who rarely think beyond 
themselves or the girls at their table started to relate to each
other in new terms: “I like you because …….”; You’re very 
good at doing ……



HRE and the revised curriculum
Curriculum Objectives

� ‘…develop an awareness of how 
their actions can affect others’

� ‘…understand that values, choices 
and decisions should be informed 
by a sense of fairness…’

� ‘…use critical and creative 
thinking…

Children’s comments from LIFT OFF 

evaluations

� ‘There doesn’t have to be a loser for someone 

to win and…there’s like another way to solve 
things

� ‘Definitely like, em, one time we were ‘killing’
(fighting with) each other over football, and 

eventually we worked out that actually what we 

had done ended up being connected to one of 

the lessons.’

� ‘You think outside the box’
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HRE in Practice

�Taught as a discrete subject 
or incorporated into other 
curriculum areas

�Referenced throughout the 
school curriculum 

�Human rights principles 
referred to and consolidated 
through whole school 
activities 
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Impact of HRE in schools: 
appreciation of diversity 

� Diversity in all its forms
� Linking the local and the 

global
through

�Cross-border linking and 
SCRP

�Human rights audit
�World days
�…
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Impact of HRE in schools:
positive behaviour

� Improved communication 
skills

� Improved conflict resolution 
skills

through

� Friendship Stops
� Welcome charter
� Agreed conflict resolution 

strategies
� …
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Impact of HRE in schools: 
effective children’s participation 

� Assuming age-appropriate 
responsibilities

� Demonstrating commitment
through

� School councils
� Peer mediators
� Inputting into school policies
� Writing to local politicians
� Joining a ‘fair pay’ march
� …



World 
Programme for 

HRE

Belfast 
Agreement

NI 10-year 
strategy for 

children

UNCRC

Obligations and commitments to 

HRE

Human 
Rights 

Education
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Final word to the teachers….

‘Having experienced the 
benefits of the programme 
and the difference it made 
to certain children’s 
attitudes… it became 
obvious that that there was 
a great need for this in the 
curriculum'

Lift Off Teacher



Human Rights Education 
in 

Practice 


