HCS/585/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Catherine Bell

Will Haire




Andrew McCormick




Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly





Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon 
Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Noel Lavery




Colin Lewis

Neill Jackson

Richard Pengelly – Item 5
Paul Wickens – Item 9 
Derek Baker – Item 6
Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Stephen Quinn




Stephen Grimason
John McMillen

Rosalie Flanagan
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 September were agreed.
3. Matters Arising

Chief Executive bonus payments advice

Advice re bonus payments to Chief Executives had been issued by DFP.


OFMDFM Media Arrangements

The note on this had not yet issued to heads of divisions in OFMDFM and copied to Permanent Secretaries; expected in w/c 28 September.

Meeting with Assembly Clerk

Bruce Robinson updated on his recent meeting with Trevor Reaney.
4. Executive & Assembly Update
Neill Jackson advised that the there was no Executive meeting this week due to the First Minister and deputy First Minister attending the Clinton Global Initiative in New York.  He noted the Assembly debate on the second stage of the Department of Justice Bill had taken place.

Neill noted that while Ministers have made announcements about legislation, all decisions to introduce legislation are to be taken by the Executive.

5. Public Expenditure Position for 2010-11

Richard Pengelly presented an overview of the public expenditure position for 2010-11, focusing on the capital investment programme in 2011-14.  

In discussion it was agreed:

· Each Department needs to review its spending plans in the short and medium term; 





[Action: All Permanent Secretaries]
· OFMDFM would ask SIB to undertake a review of ISNI;




[Action: John McMillen]
· To benchmark the trend in recent years in NICS staffing levels against the other devolved administrations and Whitehall; and






[Action: Derek Baker]
· PSG would discuss the public expenditure position again and Bruce Robinson agreed to consider further inputs to that discussion.







[Action: Bruce Robinson]
6. NICS Workforce Monitoring

Derek Baker updated on NICS workforce monitoring, outlining Corporate HR’s assessment of the ability of the NICS to cope with workforce reductions in light of emerging financial and redeployment pressures.  

Leo O’Reilly enquired about the placement of SO graduate entrants from the last recruitment competition.  Derek agreed to provide relevant Departments with details of original requests for SO graduate entrants.

[Action: Derek Baker]
7. Location of Public Sector Jobs

Stephen Peover provided an update on the location of public sector jobs issue.

8. Account NI funding

Stephen Peover explained that the approach to the funding Account NI by Departments agreed at the Oversight Board in 2007 had not been fully implemented.  It was agreed that DFP would undertake to engage with the relevant Departments to seek to reach agreement and the matter would be brought back to PSG in early/mid November to reach a decision. 
9. Observations on Shared Services Implementation

Paul Wickens, recently appointed as Shared Services Director, DFP, presented his assessment of the shared services, outlined the direction of travel and his immediate priorities for establishing the Shared Services Organisation and potential ‘quick wins’.  He sought PSG support in the work ahead.
Bruce Robinson noted PSG’s commitment to work with Paul as he led the work to consolidate and develop the shared services.  

Leo O’Reilly noted the need to exploit the potential of Account NI to support NICS financial management.  

10. Tour de Table
Dioxin Incident enquiry

Malcolm McKibbin noted that DARD officials had given evidence to the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee on the dioxins incident and noted that there were now five reviews into the incident either completed or underway.
Independent review of economic development policy
Colin Lewis noted that it was expected that the report of the independent review of economic development policy was due to be delivered to the DETI Minister shortly.  

Preparations for devolution of policing and justice 

Noel Lavery updated on developments on preparations for devolution of policing and justice.

Civil Service Awards 2009
Bruce Robinson noted that IT Assist had been shortlisted in the Project and Programme Management category.  The awards will be announced on 17 November.
EMMA WILSON
28 SEPTEMBER 2009
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