HCS/483/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 10 JULY 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Will Haire




Michael McBride 




Aideen McGinley

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Paul Sweeney




In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




Rosalie Flanagan




John McMillen




Stephen Grimason




David Sterling




Barney McGahan




David Thomson – agenda item 5




Leigh Gibson




Paul Hanson

  agenda item - 6




Shona McCarthy

Noel Lavery – agenda item 7

Emma Wilson - Secretary

1.
Apologies:

Paul Priestly





Alan Shannon

Stephen Peover





Stephen Quinn

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 3 July 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 July were agreed with minor amendments.

3. Matters Arising
Gifts and hospitality

It was agreed that Departments will as a minimum publish gifts and hospitality information for SCS staff and note on their websites that records are also kept for staff at all other grades.  Departments may decide to publish the registers for staff at all grades.  DFP will provide an addendum to the relevant guidance to cover this point. 
[Action: Leo O’Reilly and David Thomson]

4. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on the Executive meeting that had taken place on 9 July 2009.  She noted that there were currently no further Executive meetings scheduled in July and August.  

Rosalie noted that Damian Prince would be writing to Departments seeking updates on the measures announced in December 2008 as part of the Executive’s response to the economic downturn.

Rosalie noted that George Gray, First Legislative Counsel, continued to be concerned about the timing and delivery of the Legislative Programme.  He had indicated OLC were therefore prepared to work on instructions on a staged basis.
5. Accounting and Accountability Issues
David Thomson provided his regular update on a range of accountability issues.  He noted:

· Ongoing work to monitor outstanding commitments to PAC;
· The PAC forward work programme for autumn 2009;

· The final wave of AccountNI had gone live in w/c 6 July;

· Achievements of Departments in meeting the fast closing deadlines for Resource Accounts;

· The forthcoming work to switch the 08/09 accounts on to an IFRS basis; and

· Progress on financial management and governance training.

Bruce Robinson asked for some further analysis of the NICS performance against the ten working days prompt payment target.
[Action: David Thomson]

The importance of financial management training for budget holders at branch level was emphasised.  David Thomson agreed to pick up the issue with CAL to ensure relevant courses were appropriately developed and delivered.

[Action: David Thomson]

6. Shanghai Expo 2010
Leigh Gibson and Paul Hanson, UK Pavilion Expo 2010, and Shona McCarthy, Director, British Council Northern Ireland, attended to update PSG on the plans for the UK Pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo 2010.  
Leigh and Paul outlined the expectations for the Expo which has the theme of ‘Better City, Better Life’ and the plans for the UK pavilion, wide-ranging programme of events and web-based presence.  They indicated that 40,000 people were expected to pass through the UK pavilion daily, with 70 million attending the Expo overall during May-October 2010.  Leigh emphasised that they are keen to work with Departments and associated bodies to maximise the potential opportunities for Northern Ireland to be involved and ensure a programme which is representative of all of the UK.  She noted that as there is no central fund to support the commissioning of new work or to underwrite major events, they are interested in capitalising on activities that may already be planned for the latter half of 2010.  
In discussion Aideen McGinley noted the potential opportunities around existing student exchange initiatives and David Sterling noted InvestNI would be working with the organising team around potentially tying in trade-related activities.  It was agreed that John McMillen would come back to PSG later in the year as the work develops through the liaison group.  Shona McCarthy would be the first point of contact for further information.  

[Action: John McMillen]

7. Preparations for the Devolution of Policing and Justice

Noel Lavery provided an update on progress with the preparations for the devolution of justice and policing functions and sought PSG endorsement of the proposed new NICS project to oversee the remaining stages of the process leading to devolution.  

PSG endorsed the proposed new project management arrangements. 

8. Tour de Table
Project Bloodhound

Aideen McGinley noted developments in relation to Project Bloodhound (land speed record attempt project) and a potential NI bid. David Sterling noted that DETI were supportive of the bid.

Civil Service Live

Bruce Robinson updated on the NICS experience at the Civil Service Live event in London, 7-9 July 2009, including the future@work exhibition.  He indicated he would feed back on the experience in more detail at a PSG meeting later in August.
9. Next Meeting
There would be no PSG meetings on 17 and 24 July due to annual leave commitments.  The next meeting would be on 31 July 2009.

EMMA WILSON

27 July 2009
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