HCS/673/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 

8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Geoff Allister

Catherine Bell

Will Haire

Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly

Alan Shannon




David Sterling





Paul Sweeney




David Thomson
In attendance:
Julian King


Item 5



Richard Cushnie




Helen Campbell

Item 6



Stephen Cross


Oswyn Paulin




Rosalie Flanagan




Stephen Grimason

John McMillen

Pauline Boyle - Secretary

1.
Apologies
Stephen Peover




Paul Priestly
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 16 October 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 16 October were agreed.

3. Matters Arising

NI Direct
David Orr wrote to Departments asking for a representative at SCS level who would lead for their Department in relation to citizen facing contact activity.  This would include working with the NI Direct Programme team to develop related services and relationships across all citizen facing business areas.  Responses due back with David by 27 October.

SCS Event – 18 November
Bruce Robinson said that reminders had issued to all Departments re attendance at the SCS Event to be held on 18 November.  It was agreed that a further reminder would be issued on 6 November.







[Action:  Kim Martin]
4.
Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on the Executive meeting that had taken place on Thursday 22 October 2009.

5.
Julian King, British Ambassador, Dublin
Bruce Robinson welcomed Julian King the recently appointed British Ambassador in Dublin and Richard Cushnie from his office to PSG.  Julian welcomed the opportunity to attend PSG so early on in his role.  He discussed how the Embassy can help support Northern Ireland’s work through its network of contacts.  It was agreed that individual Departments would follow up with the Embassy as each saw fit.
6.
Risk Management
Representatives from DFP’s Business Consultancy were invited to facilitate the session on PSG risk.  The session was opened by HOCS who introduced Helen Campbell and Stephen Cross.   Stephen Cross briefly outlined the context and shared the common themes which had been identified as part of earlier discussions with Departments.  Attention was also drawn to the key areas and common themes as outlined in the previously circulated paper on PSG Risk Management.    The main themes identified during discussion reflected those key risks outlined in the PSG Risk Management paper.    In conclusion PSG agreed the following key areas for further consideration Finance, Capability and Capacity, Reputation and Values, Delivery and PfG and Emergency and Contingency planning.  Business Consultancy agreed to prepare a paper reflecting the discussions.

7.
Tour de Table
Chief Executive – Driver Vehicle Agency
Leo O’Reilly informed that Brendan Magee the Chief Executive of the Driver Vehicle Agency will retire in December.  PSG was content with his proposals for filling the post.
Swine Flu
Andrew McCormick provided an update on the Swine Flu situation.

NI Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet
It was agreed that Bruce Robinson and David Sterling will attend the NI Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet on Thursday 19 November in Belfast City Hall at 7 pm.

Institution of Civil Engineers
It was agreed that Bruce Robinson would attend the Institution of Civil Engineers launch of the “William Bald Scholarship” initiative event on Tuesday 17 November at 7.30 in Shu Restaurant.

Arms Length Body
Paul Sweeney said he needs a G7 for approximately 6-9 months to undertake a project with one of DCAL’s arms length bodies.  The costs would be covered by DCAL.





[Action:  Permanent Secretaries]
Opening of the Ulster Museum
Bruce Robinson said he attended the official opening of the Ulster Museum on 22 October.  He asked the Secretariat to consider holding a PSG meeting there.






[Action:  Emma Wilson]
PAULINE BOYLE
27 October 2009
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