HCS/744/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 

8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Catherine Bell

Will Haire

Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover




Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon




David Sterling





Paul Sweeney
In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin

Rosalie Flanagan

Stephen Grimason

Ann McCleary – agenda item 5
Emma Wilson - Secretary

1.
Apologies
John McMillen
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 November were agreed.
3. Matters Arising
Independent Board Members
Stephen Peover noted he had written to colleagues on the proposed process for the joint exercise on appointing Independent Board Members to NICS Departments.  The importance of involvement of senior managers from Departments in the Steering Group and sift panels was noted. It was agreed that WIG should be utilised as part of the process.
4. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on the Executive meeting that had taken place on Thursday 19 November 2009.  The schedule of Executive meetings in the New Year would be circulated once agreed. 

5. Welfare Reform
Alan Shannon and Ann McCleary provided an update on Welfare Reform.  Ann updated on the GB Welfare Reform Act 2009 and the progress with the Northern Ireland Welfare Reform Bill.  She noted the key differences between the GB Welfare Reform Act and the Northern Ireland proposals and outlined the next steps of the process and anticipated challenges.  The impacts on other Departments were noted.  Subsequently Ann clarified that Scotland and Wales are not in a similar situation to Northern Ireland viz having to legislate in their assemblies. 

 [Action: Alan Shannon / Ann Cleary]

6. Citizen Facing Reform Sub-Group

Stephen Peover presented a paper on the first phase of the work of the PSG Sub-Group on Citizen Facing Reform.  He highlighted a number of key issues on which the Sub-Group would welcome discussion and guidance.  

There was discussion on the questions posed in the paper and it was agreed to return to the subject for a more detailed consideration at the PSG awayday.  
7. Tour de Table
SCS Event 

Bruce Robinson noted that a link to the presentations from the Delivering Successful Change event on 18 November had been circulated to SCS, along with an online evaluation form.  A discussion on follow-up steps would take place at the PSG awayday.

EMMA WILSON
24 November 2009
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