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DRAFT

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 22 MAY 2009 
IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE 
AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Will Haire

Aideen McGinley




Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Peover

Stephen Quinn







Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




John McMillen

Stephen Grimason




Rosalie Flanagan




Sean Donaghy




David Ferguson




Doreen Brown




Emma Wilson - Secretary

1.
Apologies:

Michael McBride




Paul Priestly




Alan Shannon

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 15 May 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 May were agreed. 

3. Matters Arising
Legislative Programme

Rosalie Flanagan noted that a paper on the Legislative Programme had gone to OFMDFM Ministers.

4. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on the Executive meeting that took place on 
21 May 2009.  
It was noted that there was a forthcoming Assembly debate on Equal Pay and the Minister of Finance and Personnel would write to colleagues with an update note on this issue ahead of the debate.  
5. Reform Quarterly Report
Leo O’Reilly introduced the Reform quarterly report.  He highlighted the work of the Reform Delivery Unit on the benefits realisation model and noted that there would be a substantive discussion on this issue at the PSG awayday.  Leo also outlined the budget position in relation to the reform programme and the approach being proposed for June Monitoring.  

In discussion the importance of benefits realisation and communication of progress in relation to both NICS reform broader citizen-facing reform was noted. 
6. Tour de Table

Judicial Review procedures

Oswyn Paulin noted recent correspondence from the Treasury Solicitor to 
Sir Gus O’Donnell on the importance of proper disclosure in judicial review proceedings. 
Swine Flu

Sean Donaghy provided an update on the Swine Flu situation.  

Economic downturn

Stephen Quinn noted that the DETI Minister would be announcing a short-term assistance scheme for businesses on 26 May.  Aideen McGinley also noted that the DEL Minister would be announcing a short-term measure around supporting businesses through training on 26 May.  

DEL Board

Aideen McGinley noted that Dr Brian Scott had been appointed as an Independent Board Member on the DEL Board and would be taking up the post in June. 

Floodline

Doreen Brown noted that the Floodline had operated successfully during the recent small-scale flooding.

Barosso taskforce

John McMillen updated on the Barosso Taskforce work.

Gifts and Hospitality 

The need for consistent application of the format and procedures set out in the DFP guidance was emphasised.  Leo O’Reilly noted that an updated version of the guidance (DAO (DFP) 10/06) would be circulated.

[Action: Leo O’Reilly]

EMMA WILSON
26 May 2009
