HCS/565/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Catherine Bell

Will Haire

Edgar Jardine




Andrew McCormick




Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly





Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly

Stephen Quinn

Alan Shannon 
In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin

Stephen Grimason

Deirdre Kenny

Neill Jackson

George Gray – Item 5

Richard Pengelly – Item 6

Pauline Boyle - Secretary

1. Apologies
Paul Sweeney
John McMillen

Rosalie Flanagan
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2009 


The minutes of the meeting held on 11 September were agreed.

3.
Matters Arising

Arms Length Bodies -v- North South Bodies

Advice re bonus payments to Chief Executives is expected to issue soon.

OFMDFM Media Arrangements

A note on this is expected to issue to heads of divisions in OFMDFM and be copied to Permanent Secretaries soon.
4.
Executive & Assembly Update

Neill Jackson advised that the Executive meeting scheduled for Thursday 24 September has been postponed until the following week as First Minister and deputy First Minister will be attending the Clinton Global Initiative in New York.
5.
Legislative Programme

George Gray reported that the Office of the Legislative Counsel have a programme of approximately 40 Bills to be introduced before the end of this mandate.  Unfortunately the spread of the introduction of Bills remains end-loaded.  George has plans to minimise pressure in the drafting office however it is important that Departments seek to minimise slippage.  George said that while departments have no control over the running of Assembly business it is important that it gives priority to legislative issues if the programme is to be completed.  Bruce Robinson agreed to discuss this with Trevor Reaney, Director General of the Assembly. 








[Action:  Bruce Robinson]

Bruce Robinson asked Permanent Secretaries to continue to ensure this is a priority issue in their departments and suggested that those departments which had not met with their Assembly Committees on legislative issues do so now.







[Action:  Permanent Secretaries]
6.
September Monitoring

Richard Pengelly gave an overview on the latest position on September monitoring and PE for 2010-11.  It was hoped to issue papers on these issues to Departments in week commencing 21 September.  It was agreed that PSG would consider further the 2010-11 Public Expenditure position at its next meeting.







[Action:  Permanent Secretaries]

7.
Tour de Table

PAC

Alan Shannon reported on the PAC on NI Housing Executive Rent Arrears and Nomadic.


Senior Executives’ Round Table Dinner
It was agreed that Catherine Bell, Leo O’Reilly, Paul Priestly and Stephen Peover will attend a round table dinner on Wednesday 18 November at the joint invitation from CBI/Accenture.  Stephen Quinn’s successor will also consider attending.

PEDU Report on Land & Property Services

Stephen Peover said the PEDU Report on Land and Property Services would be out next week.


Development of Belfast Library

Edgar Jardine said SIB and DCAL have been working on the development of the Belfast Library on Royal Avenue.  It was agreed that Paul Sweeney would do a presentation to PSG soon on this in view of other potential interests from DETI and DSD.


Lord Mayor’s Installation Dinner

It was agreed that Paul Sweeney, Leo O’Reilly and Alan Shannon would attend the Lord Mayor’s Installation Dinner on Saturday 10 October in the City Hall.


Programme-Led Apprentices

Catherine Bell indicated most departments have replied to Aideen McGinley’s memo offering suitable placements to apprentices as part of the programme-led apprenticeship pilot scheme.

Presbyterian Mutual Society

Bruce Robinson updated PSG on PMS.

NI Audit Office

Bruce Robinson had an introductory meeting with Kieran Donnelly, the new Comptroller and Auditor General of the NI Audit Office.  Kieran plans a series of bilaterals with individual Permanent Secretaries and Bruce Robinson invited him to attend PSG after those meetings, probably in November.









[Action:  Secretary]

Ilex

An update from Ilex was being planned for early November.










[Action:  Secretary]

British Ambassador, Dublin

Bruce Robinson had met with Julian King the recently appointed British Ambassador to Dublin.  Julian will attend PSG in October.

MSc in Innovation Management

Bruce Robinson spoke at the MSc Innovation Management graduation ceremony on Wednesday 17 September.  Adele Watters, DOE, won student of the year award.


Transforming Public Services Conference

Bruce Robinson addressed the Transforming Public Services Conference in Croke Park on Tuesday 15 September.  He said his office would circulate a copy of his slides.










[Action:  Secretary]
PAULINE BOYLE
22 September 2009
