HCS/320/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP EXTENDED MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 15 MAY 2009, IN ROOM GD34, STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Will Haire




Michael McBride 

Aideen McGinley




Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly

Stephen Quinn




Alan Shannon




Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
George Gray

Stephen Grimason




Rosalie Flanagan




Noel Lavery

David Gavaghan   
Maritn Spollen

For agenda item 5
Patrick McMeekin


James McAleer



Emma Wilson - Secretary

1.
Apologies:

Oswyn Paulin 




John McMillen

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 8 May 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 May were agreed. 

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on Executive and Assembly matters, including the development of the paper on future Executive business.  
5. ISNI Delivery Tracking System

SIB gave a presentation on the ISNI Delivery Tracking System and ISNI Information Portal due to be launched before the recess.  In discussion points were raised around information protocols, system speed and the need to avoid duplication between different systems.  It was agreed to return to the matter in January 2010 once the system has been operational for a number of months.
6. Legislative Programme

George Gray spoke to his paper on the Legislative Programme which was based on returns by Departments.  He outlined concerns around the number of Bills, potential areas for delay and slippage and the heavily end-loaded programme. He outlined measures that could be taken to help address the challenges and asked Permanent Secretaries to consider these within their own Departments.  

[Action: Permanent Secretaries]
Rosalie Flanagan noted that a paper on the Legislative Programme was due to go to OFMDFM Ministers shortly.  
It was agreed that the Legislative Programme was to be a standing agenda item for PSG to be taken on a quarterly basis.
[Action: George Gray and Secretariat]

7. Tour de Table

Swine Flu
Michael McBride provided an update on the Swine Flu situation.  

Budget issues
Leo O’Reilly indicated that detailed work was underway to establish the provisional outturn for the NI Block and individual Departments. 
Equal Pay

Leo O’Reilly noted that the issue had been considered by the DFP Committee.

Celtic Forum

Stephen Quinn indicated that he and members of his senior team may not be able to attend the Celtic Forum on 18-19 June due to other prior commitments but he would ensure that DETI was represented.  

Conferences

Bruce Robinson noted that he had been invited to speak at the Harvard Kennedy School conference, Leadership for a Networked World: The 2009 Shared Services in the Public Sector Summit, in Boston in June and at a conference being run by the Department of Finance in Dublin in September 2009, also on the theme of the NICS shared services programme. 
Gifts and Hospitality 

Bruce Robinson noted the returns had been received from Permanent Secretaries on their Gifts and Hospitality registers.  He highlighted the need for consistent application of the format and procedures set out in the DFP guidance (DAO (DFP) 10/06).  Leo O’Reilly agreed to circulate the guidance. 
[Action: Leo O’Reilly]
EMMA WILSON

8 May 2009
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