HCS/708/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 

8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Will Haire

Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin




Leo O’Reilly




Stephen Peover




Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon




David Sterling





Paul Sweeney
In attendance:
Mary Quinn




Andrew Hamilton



Neill Jackson




Stephen Grimason

John McMillen
Derek Baker

Mark Gibson – agenda item 5
Michael Daly – agenda item 6
Emma Wilson - Secretary

1.
Apologies
Oswyn Paulin




Rosalie Flanagan

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 23 October 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 October were agreed with minor amendments.
3. Matters Arising
SCS Event – 18 November
Bruce Robinson noted that reminders had issued about the SCS event to be held on 18 November and that it included a Departmental break-out session. 

4.
Executive & Assembly Update

Neill Jackson updated on the Executive meeting that had taken place on Thursday 5 November 2009.  He noted that Executive Services Directorate had circulated guidance on the preparation and circulation of Executive papers.  
5.
Whitehall & Industry Group
Bruce Robinson welcomed Mark Gibson, Chief Executive, Whitehall & Industry Group (WIG).  Mark outlined WIG’s role as an independent not-for-profit, non-lobbying organisation with a charitable purpose – to build understanding and co-operation between government and business.  He provided an update on the range of activities WIG organises for its public and private sector members, including workshops, briefings, networks, ‘organisational raids’, attachments, secondments, interchange and mentoring schemes, non-executive directorships, leadership programmes and development seminars.  Mark highlighted the work WIG is doing with the Welsh Assembly Government.  

Mark emphasised that WIG is keen to further develop its engagement in NI and to ensure the NICS gets maximum value for its membership fee.  He welcomed feedback on WIG’s previous involvement in the non-executive board members appointment process.  

There was some discussion around engagement with WIG.  It was agreed that we should provide WIG with a central contact point in the Centre for Applied Learning. 
[Action: Bruce Robinson and Secretary]

Stephen Peover then provided an update on the proposed process for the joint exercise on appointing Independent Board Members to NICS Departments.  He indicated he would be circulating a note on the proposed process to PSG.  In discussion there was a preference to utilise WIG as part of the process to create the pool of potential candidates.  
[Action: Stephen Peover]
6. Equal Pay

Derek Baker and Michael Daly provided an update on Equal Pay. 
7. Workforce Monitoring

Derek Baker presented a paper on the latest NICS workforce monitoring report up to the end of the second quarter 2009/10.  

Derek updated on the placement of graduate recruits in Departments.  

8. Tour de Table
Cromac Street 

Paul Priestly updated on the work to reopen Cromac Street after the road collapse.

Business organisations

Stephen Peover updated on requests from business organisations to engage with Departments.  He agreed to follow up.  

Chief Executives’ Forum

Stephen Peover updated on the work of the Chief Executives’ Forum.

PAC

Andrew McCormick updated on a recent appearance at the PAC.

Permanent Secretaries Only – all non Permanent Secretary attendees (except Derek Baker) left the meeting at this point.

9. SCS Management Issues
SCS management issues were discussed.
EMMA WILSON
17 November 2009
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