HCS/554/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Catherine Bell

Will Haire

Gerry Lavery

Ian Maye




Andrew McCormick





Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly

Stephen Quinn

Alan Shannon 
Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Rosalie Flanagan

Stephen Grimason

Deirdre Kenny

Roger Cumming

Ted Barry


Item 4

Kerry Gilmore

Pauline Boyle - Secretary

1. Apologies
Leo O’Reilly
Malcolm McKibbin
Oswyn Paulin
John McMillen
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 4 September 2009 


The minutes of the meeting held on 4 September were agreed.

3.
Matters Arising

Review of SIB

John McMillen circulated a short note on Wednesday 9 September to Permanent Secretaries about the review of SIB explaining the background and included the Terms of Reference.
Arms Length Bodies –v- North South Bodies
DFP will issue guidance re bonus payments to Chief Executives.








[Action:  Stephen Peover]
4.
Executive & Assembly Update

Rosalie Flanagan updated on the Executive meeting held on Thursday 10 September.


Assembly

Rosalie reported the Assembly returns in preliminary session week commencing 14 September.


Dealing with the Media

Bruce Robinson said he would issue a note on Monday giving guidance on dealing with the media.

5.
Critical National Infrastructure

Bruce Robinson welcomed Roger Cumming, Deputy Director of the Centre for the Protection of the National Infrastructure, Ted Barry, NI Co-ordinator and Kerry Gilmore to PSG.  Deirdre Kenny said Civil Contingency Representatives in Departments are engaging with Ted.  Roger Cumming addressed PSG in January 2008 and made proposals on how they proposed to deal with the critical national infrastructure (CNI) in Northern Ireland.  Since then Ted has been leading work in NI to map the CNI.  This has involved identifying what the national infrastructure actually comprises, and rating its various elements according to how critical they are.  CNI have completed the initial categorising of NI’s infrastructure and agreed with the NI working group members how often they want to reassess the ratings.  Bruce Robinson said responsibility for this rests with Departments and Roger Cumming advised that risk assessments should be done routinely and he agreed that Departments take ownership.  Bruce thanked CPNI and all Departmental Civil Contingency Units for their work to date.  Bruce said he would get back to Roger via Ted following the completion of a risk register exercise to be undertaken across Departments.

6.
Tour de Table

 Economic Policy Report

Stephen Quinn said the Independent Review of Economic Policy Report is at an advanced stage.


Local Government Boundaries

Ian Maye said Minister Poots has received Dick Mackenzie’s Report on Local Government Boundaries.

September Monitoring

Stephen Peover advised the first draft paper on September Monitoring will be discussed with the Minister week commencing 14 September.


HMS Caroline

Paul Sweeney suggests that appropriate Departments work together to discuss arrangements on how to handle the HMS Caroline when its lease ends in two years time.  PSG happy in principle for Paul to take forward.
[Action: Paul Sweeney]


PAC

Alan Shannon will appear before the PAC on Thursday 17 September on NI Housing Executive Rent Arrears and Nomadic.


Senior Executives’ Round Table Dinner

Gerry Lavery said Malcolm McKibbin has received and declined a joint invitation from CBI/Accenture to a round table dinner on Wednesday 18 November.  Others to let Bruce Robinson’s office know if they have been invited so that a decision could be made on attendance.








[Action:  Permanent Secretaries]

World Skill Olympics

Catherine Bell reported that Northern Ireland got a bronze medal at the World Skill Olympics in Canada.


Independent Board Members

Bruce Robinson said Emma Wilson wrote to Permanent Secretaries on 8 September re Independent Board Members.  Responses due back to her by 16 September.

PAULINE BOYLE
14 September 2009
