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DRAFT

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 8 MAY 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, 

STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Stephen Quinn - Chair




Will Haire




Aideen McGinley

Stephen Peover

Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




John McMillen




Rosalie Flanagan




Stephen Grimason




Richard Pengelly




Barney McGahan




Liam McKibben

Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies:

Bruce Robinson

Michael McBride

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 1 May 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 1 May were agreed with minor amendments.  There were no matters arising.

3. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on the Executive meeting that took place on 7 May 2009.  She noted that Departments would shortly be asked updated inputs to the paper on the Programme for Government Delivery Report and asked for prompt responses given the tight timetable.  
4. UK Budget 2009 – Implications for Northern Ireland 
Richard Pengelly outlined the public expenditure implications of the UK Budget 2009 for the Northern Ireland Executive.  
5. Tour de Table

DARD Committee
Liam McKibben noted that the DARD Committee was undertaking an enquiry into the dioxins incident.
Equal Pay
Richard Pengelly highlighted Derek Baker’s note of 20 April seeking release of pay and grading experts from Departments to take forward the review.  He requested outstanding responses from relevant Departments.

[Action: Permanent Secretaries]
Business in the Community award dinner

Aideen McGinley noted that she was planning to attend this event.  Barney McGahan indicated that Alan Shannon also planned to accept the invitation.

Election guidance

Stephen Grimason emphasised the need for Special Advisers to comply with the election guidance and asked Permanent Secretaries to speak to SpAds.
Chief Executives Forum

Stephen Quinn noted that each department should decide whether to renew Chief Executives Forum membership in light of the use made of CEF programmes.
EMMA WILSON
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