HCS/39/10
MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 8 JANUARY 2010, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT CASTLE AT 

8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Catherine Bell




Will Haire




Andrew McCormick

Malcolm McKibbin




Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly

Alan Shannon





David Sterling





Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin

Noel Lavery

Rosalie Flanagan

Cynthia Smith

Derek Baker

Nicky Davidson – agenda item 5
Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies
Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Grimason

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 18 December 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 December were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
4. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan provided an update on Executive and Assembly business.  She reiterated the importance of Departments actively engaging with Assembly Committees on planned Bills within the Legislative Programme.

5.
Review of physical security at NICS premises

Nicky Davidson, Security Advisory Unit (SAU), introduced the report on the special review of the physical security of NICS premises requested by PSG.  He outlined the background to the review and noted it had been compiled following the receipt of departmental reviews carried out by Premises Officers and submitted to the respective Permanent Secretaries and Departmental Boards.
Nicky noted that no significant vulnerabilities were identified by any department but a programme of works had been drawn up to address minor security issues which require remedial action.  The programme would be overseen by the SAU with a proposed target date for completion of 31 March 2010 with updates to PSG.  An established mechanism now exists for the annual review of physical security arrangements across the NICS.

PSG noted the report and accepted its recommendations.  Bruce Robinson thanked Nicky Davidson and the SAU for their work.  
6. Tour de Table
Flooding

Noel Lavery provided an update on the work of the Taskforce set up following the recent flooding in Fermanagh.  He noted that an evidence gathering session had taken place and another was scheduled for the week commencing 11 January 2010.
Cold weather

Alan Shannon updated on cold weather payments being made in response to the recent ‘cold snap’.  Paul Priestly updated on road salting.  David Sterling noted there were no current concerns regarding NI’s energy supplies.  
Education reform

Will Haire updated on developments on establishing the interim Education and Library Board arrangements.  

DARD issues

Malcolm McKibbin updated on the recent reported attempt to infect a cattle herd with brucellosis.

Malcolm updated on developments regarding the Single Farm Payments scheme.

Cardinal Daly funeral

Bruce Robinson noted that he had attended Cardinal Daly’s funeral on 5 January 2010 on behalf of the NICS. 

EMMA WILSON
8 January 2010
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