HCS/298/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 1 MAY 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, 

STORMONT CASTLE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Alan Shannon - Chair




Will Haire




Michael McBride 

Aideen McGinley




Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Peover

Paul Sweeney

In attendance:
Oswyn Paulin




John McMillen




Rosalie Flanagan




Dr Liz Mitchell




Stephen Grimason




Colin Lewis




Geoff Allister

Derek Baker




Emma Wilson - Secretary

1. Apologies:

Bruce Robinson

Stephen Quinn

Paul Priestly




2. Minutes of the meeting held on 24 April 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 April were agreed. 

3. Matters Arising
Equal Pay
Derek Baker has written to Permanent Secretaries on the release of grading experts from Departments to conduct a review of technical grade posts.  Any outstanding responses to be provided as soon as possible.

4. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on Executive matters.  She thanked Permanent Secretaries for responses to her request regarding the Legislative Programme.  She noted that cumulatively it was currently looking like a very heavy programme with a significant proportion towards the end of the Assembly Session.  A paper on the overall Legislative Programme was being prepared and George Gray was attending PSG later in May.
5. Swine Flu

Dr Michael McBride and Dr Liz Mitchell provided an update on Swine Flu.  They outlined developments globally, nationally and locally and emphasised it was a constantly changing situation.  They outlined the planning and preparations in place and the arrangements for liaising with GB and RoI.  The local helpline had been operational since 30 April and plans were in place to scale this up as necessary.  As set out in HOCS note to Permanent Secretaries of 30 April, they emphasised the need for a cross-government response, including all Departments communicating effectively with their staff and stakeholders and revisiting their own relevant plans.  
Stephen Grimason updated on the media and communications activity, including the role of the NIDirect website.  

John McMillen highlighted the development of the NI Briefing Book and asked for prompt assistance from all Departments in contributing to and updating this as requested.  
6. Sickness Absence
Derek Baker spoke to his note on the latest information on estimated NICS sickness absence levels for 2008/09.  He noted that the figures had yet to be validated and therefore may be subject to some change before final outturn figures for the year are published, but overall they were very encouraging.  
7. HR Connect

Derek Baker provided an update on HRConnect.  He noted that work continued to be focused on three key areas: management reporting, the service from the shared service centre, and stabilising the services. Aideen McGinley raised an issue concerning CAL around reporting and Derek indicated that this was being addressed. 
8. Tour de Table

Presbyterian Mutual Society

Colin Lewis noted that the meeting between DFP and DETI Ministers and the Chief Secretary to the Treasury on the Presbyterian Mutual Society had taken place.
Case judgements

Oswyn Paulin reported on recent judgements on two cases. 
Public transport fares

Geoff Allister updated on Translink’s fare increases and consultation with the Consumer Council.  
Dioxins
Malcolm McKibbin reported that the Judicial Review in relation to the Dioxin incident had been withdrawn. 
Apprenticeships
Aideen McGinley highlighted the demand on DEL’s recent management bursary scheme.  She also highlighted DEL’s forthcoming AA apprenticeship programme and proposed the PSG People Sub-Group consider what more the NICS could do as an employer in terms of placement opportunities in general including graduate level.
Planning fees

Stephen Peover updated on fee increases for some DoE services, including Planning.
9. SCS Management Schedule
The SCS management schedule paper was noted.
EMMA WILSON

1 May 2009
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