HCS/455/09

MINUTES OF PERMANENT SECRETARY GROUP MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 12 JUNE 2009, IN THE GLASSHOUSE, STORMONT ESTATE AT 8.45 AM

Present:

Bruce Robinson - Chair




Will Haire




Michael McBride 




Aideen McGinley

Malcolm McKibbin

Leo O’Reilly

Stephen Peover

Paul Priestly

Stephen Quinn




Alan Shannon

In attendance:
John McMillen



Rosalie Flanagan




Edgar Jardine 

Brian Doherty




Donal Moran – Agenda item 4
Emma Wilson - Secretary

1.
Apologies:

Oswyn Paulin




Paul Sweeney





Stephen Grimason

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 5 June 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 June were agreed. 

3. Matters Arising
Premises security

It was agreed that DFP would provide a common terms of reference for the review of physical and premises security to be undertaken by Departments and details on the sources of expertise on this type of work within the NICS. 

[Action: Leo O’Reilly]

4. NICS Language Skills Survey

Edgar Jardine and Donal Moran, DCAL, presented on the proposed NICS Language Skills Survey outlining the background and work to date.  They noted that the survey would provide information both on the minority language skills of NICS staff and the extent that staff are being asked to engage with customers in minority languages.  It was agreed that the next step would be for DCAL officials to engage with their Minister on the issue. 

5. Executive & Assembly Update
Rosalie Flanagan updated on the Executive meeting that had taken place on 11 June 2009.

It was noted that meetings of the Cross Sector Advisory Forum Sub-Groups should take place or at least be scheduled before the next meeting of the Forum, scheduled for 30 June.  OFMDFM would be writing to Permanent Secretaries to identify a lead contact in each Department on this area of work.  

6. Tour de Table
PAC

Stephen Quinn noted that he would be appearing before the PAC next week following the NIAO’s report on Valence Technology. 
Swine Flu

Michael McBride provided an update on the Swine Flu situation.  The importance of ensuring Ministers are kept up-to-date on the potential impacts of swine flu on their respective Departments and the related work underway was noted.  It was agreed to have a more in-dept discussion on swine flu at a PSG meeting in early July.
[Action: PSG Secretariat]

Welfare Reform Bill
Alan Shannon noted that a Welfare Reform Bill was currently going through Westminster and that a DWP Junior Minister was due to come to Northern Ireland to brief the DSD and DEL Committees on this next week.

Central Procurement Directorate
Leo O’Reilly noted that, as agreed at the Procurement Board, the Head of CPD would shortly be writing to Permanent Secretaries about updating the Service Level Agreements between Departments and CPD.  

Waste

Stephen Peover updated on agreement with the Irish government in relation to the repatriation of illegal waste from Northern Ireland to the Republic.  
HRConnect

Paul Priestly noted a concern regarding the intended go-live date for the HRConnect non-industrial payroll release.  Leo O’Reilly was asked to update on this issue at the next PSG meeting.

[Action: Leo O’Reilly]

Rathlin Island Strategy

The launch of the Rathlin Island Strategy was noted,
Next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on 26 June.  There would be no PSG meeting next week as Bruce Robinson would be in Harvard and a number of Permanent Secretaries would be involved in the Celtic Forum.  
EMMA WILSON

15 June 2009
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